
Species-rich grassland quiz and discussion



Q1. What are the names of these two butterfly species?

a) Meadow Brown and Ringlet (Maniola jurtina and Aphantopus hyperantus)

b) Brown Hairstreak and Large Heath (Thecla betulae and Coenonympha tullia)

c) Brown Argus and Gatekeeper (Aricia agestis and Pyronia tithonus)

Q2. Do you recognise any of the plant 
species in the background?
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Q3. Can you identify these two species?

Q4. Which one of these species does not count towards the 30% wildflower cover required in 
the species-rich grassland classification?
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Q5. This is the Marbled White butterfly 
(Melanargia galathea).

What are the habitat preferences of this 
butterfly? 

a) The adult butterfly prefers purple 
flowers such as wild marjoram and 
knapweed.

b) It prefers unimproved calcareous 
grassland.

c) The main food plant of its caterpillar is 
Red Fescue grass (Festuca rubra).
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Q6. Match the name to the grass species:

3. Quaking grass (Briza media)

1. Cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerata)

2. False oat grass (Arrhenatherum elatius)
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Q7. What is the name of this plant?

Eggs and bacon

Bird’s-foot trefoil

Lotus 
corniculatus

Hens and chickens

Butter and eggs

Birdsfoot deer vetch

Q8. Why are Latin botanical names important?
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Q9. Match the butterfly/ moth to its larval food plant
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1 2 3 4

Large blue 
(Phengaris arion)

Cinnabar moth 
(Tyria jacobaeae)

Duke of Burgundy
(Hamearis lucina)

Small blue 
(Cupido minimus)
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C D

Kidney Vetch 
(Anthyllis vulneraria)

Wild Thyme 
(Thymus sp.)

Cowslip 
(Primula veris)

Common Ragwort
(Senecio jacobaea)
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Q10. What kind of faeces can you see in the background?

Q11. What might this mean for the management of the species-rich grassland site?
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Q12. Can you identify the species?

Q13. What is the connection between these three images?
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Q14. What plant species is this?

a) Early purple orchid (Orchis mascula)

b) Bee orchid (Ophrys apifera)

c) Pyramidal orchid (Anacamptis pyramidalis)



Q15. This species is known as ‘the meadow maker’. 

It is semi-parasitic, feeding off the nutrients in the roots 
of surrounding grasses.

A good indicator of high quality grassland.

What is the name of this species? 

a) Primrose (Primula vulgaris)

b) Meadow buttercup (Ranunculus acris)

c) Yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor)
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