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Roots of Rockingham project area
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Chequered Skipper - Status

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David JamesRockingham Forest

In the UK the butterfly was 
confined to western Scotland 

Former English stronghold was 
Rockingham Forest
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1974

Extinction in England 

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David James

Once quite common in 
the woods of 
Rockingham Forest

Declined rapidly, 
finally becoming 
extinct in 1976
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Causes of decline in Rockingham Forest

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David James

Decline in woodland 
management & increase 
in plantations

Loss of sunny, 
sheltered open space
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Habitat Requirements 

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David James

Habitat used by the young stages 
is critical

In Scotland, the larvae feed only 
on Purple Moor-grass 
In England, the food plants are  
False Brome & Wood Small-reed

Damp glades, including woodland 
rides, wayleaves, tracksides, and 
woodland edges
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Reintroduction of Chequered Skipper

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David JamesRockingham Forest

Trial reintroduction during the 
�•�–�–�•�=�v

Small-scale

No commitment to ongoing 
management

Difficulties with translocation

Bardney Limewoods
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Preparation for reintroduction

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David James

Species distribution

modelling 

Survey of potential donor 
populations

Disease risk assessment

Vegetation surveys

Steering group meeting
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Collection & release 2018

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David JamesIm
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CS dispersal 2018

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David James

2.8 km ride 
occupied

49 ha



naturebftb.co.uk   @naturebftb

Updates from 2019

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David JamesDave JamesAidan Whitfield



naturebftb.co.uk   @naturebftb

Collection & Release 2019

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David JamesDave James
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CS Eng2019

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David James

4.4 km ride 
occupied

65 ha
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CS larval searches 2019

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David James
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CS Eng2020

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David James

4.7 km ride 
occupied

70 ha

CDC
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CS Eng2021

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David James

5.1 km ride 
occupied

86 ha

CDC
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English CS sightings comparison

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David James

2019 2020 2021
First sighting May 19 th May 15 th May 27 th

Last sighting June 9th May 31st June 16th

Number sightings adults 105 60 63
Female 19 15 13
Male 75 33 37
Undetermined 11 12 13
Ratio male: female sightings 3.9:1 2.2:1 2.8:1

Survey effort 2018-
21: 47 vols �K1250 
hours (179 days) 
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Habitat management for CS 2018-21

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David James

7.5km ride widened across 5 sites

19km (21ha) ride side vegetation mulched 
across 7 sites

Additional 10 ha rides in rotational mowing 
through Countryside Stewardship on 3 sites 
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Ride widening

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David James
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Scallop creation

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David James
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Mulching

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David James



naturebftb.co.uk   @naturebftb

What next?

Andy Mackay, Butterfly Conservation

David James

Incorporate species needs 
into management plans

Continued programme of 
surveying & monitoring

Further funding?
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The Funders

Back from the Brink is generously supported by nine funders

The National Lottery 
Heritage Fund distributes 
money to projects conserving 
�-�m�7���r�u�o�l�o�|�b�m�]���o�†�u���m�-�|�b�o�m�=�v��
heritage.

The Veolia Environmental 
Trust supports community 
and environmental projects 
across England through the 
Landfill Communities Fund, 
using money provided to us 
by Veolia.

The Patsy Wood Trust is a
charitable trust working in
the fields of the environment
and conservation, training
and education, and music 
and creative arts.
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instrument supporting
environmental, nature
conservation and climate
action projects throughout
the EU.

The Forestry Commission is the 
government department responsible 
for protecting, expanding and 
promoting the sustainable 
management of woodlands and 
increasing their value to society and
the environment.

Esmée Fairbairn Foundation
aims to improve the quality 
of life for people and 
communities throughout the 
UK both now and in the 
future.

���;�o�r�t�;�=�v�����o�v�|�1�o�7�;�����o�|�|�;�u�‹
manages multiple society
lotteries promoted by 
different charities 
supporting a range of good 
causes.

The Garfield Weston 
Foundation is a family 
founded grant-making trust 
established in 1958.
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advisor on the natural environment 
providing practical advice, grounded 
in science, on how best to safeguard 
���m�]�t�-�m�7�=�v���m�-�|�†�u�-�t���‰�;�-�t�|�_���=�o�u���|�_�;��
benefit of everyone.


