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• Focussing on unimproved 
limestone grassland

• 1930s unimproved limestone 
grassland covered 40% 
Cotswolds area

– today <1.5% (3000ha)

But = over 50% UK’s total 
unimproved limestone 
grassland

‘Limestone’s Living Legacies’
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Project Aims

1. Restore and manage a network of 

limestone grassland sites

2. Ensure the recovery and long-term 

viability of associated vulnerable 

species

3. Raise awareness among local 

communities about sites and species

4. Enable people to take an active part 

in their conservation

Jim Asher

Keith Warmington
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Our target species…
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Grazing management: Rodborough Common
J
e
n
n
ife

r G
ilb

e
rt



naturebftb.co.uk   @naturebftb

Grazing management: Rodborough Common
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Grazing management: Rodborough Common
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Duke habitat restoration
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Large Blue/Pasqueflower habitat restoration
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David Simcox, Habitat Designs Ltd
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Large Blue reintroduction

1. Carry out ant and habitat surveys

2. Collect eggs from Glos and Somerset 

populations

3. Rear the larvae

4. Release
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• Decline due to lack of grassland 

management

• Requires bare ground for seed to germinate

• Scrapes created at two sites

• Scrape created in 2018 had 28 new 

seedlings in 2019

Scrape creation - Juniper
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• Restricted to northern part of Cotswolds

• Grows in bare soils – often associated with quarries

• Survey work to determine interventions needed

Cotswold Pennycress
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• Pits re-excavated and scrub removed from quarry face
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Thank you!


