
Ancients of the Future
Securing the future of our ancient tree landscapes 
and the species that depend on them.

CONSERVATION COMMUNITY COLLABORATION LEGACY
What did this project do for species?

• We have ensured that our best ancient tree and 
deadwood sites are better managed for their special 
species. This included creating new homes for some 
of our rarest wildlife, including the creation of 84 
stump cavities and deadwood boxes to mimic tree 
hollows, and using veteranisation techniques to mimic 
rot holes, lightning strikes and broken limbs.

• We have carried out works such as ‘haloing’ to help 
134 trees become future Ancient trees so that they 
can continue to provide valuable habitat for years to 
come, while future ancient trees develop.

• We have translocated three species of threatened 
lichens and inoculated 66 trees with a threatened 
fungi species to enable it to spread.

What did this project do for people?

• We have supported site managers and tree  
experts and made them more aware of the 
importance of their sites and trees for some of  
the UK’s rarest deadwood species.

• We have created ‘How to videos’ on how to 
consider key deadwood species groups in one of our 
most charismatic habitats.

• We had a banner parade at Moccas Park inspired by 
ancient trees,a tree walk and creative writing session 
at Fountain’s Abbey, and worked with Petworth CoE 
Primary School to pair  creative art activities with tree 
and hedge planting.

• Our support for the PTES Stag Hunt encouraged 
12,566 individual volunteer surveyors to submit an 
incredible 16,766 Stag beetle records.

See the events that helped put Ancients of the 
Future into the public eye

What has collaboration achieved?

• We worked with academic partners to develop 
innovative approaches to help mimic the deadwood 
habitats needed by deadwood species, creating 
deadwood boxes to act as tree hollows and 
inoculating trees with the fungus species that cause 
decay. This will help to bridge the gap between our 
ageing veteran trees and the ancients of the future.

• We have also helped a university to produce the 
first pheromone lure for the Violet click beetle and 
survey for one of our rarest and most elusive species.

• DNA analysis of fungal communities in Violet click 
beetle rot holes have been compared by researchers 
to those without the beetle, to help us learn about 
their intricate needs.

What is the legacy of this project?

• We have developed detailed cross-taxon advice for 
nine of the country’s best sites for ancient tree and 
deadwood species as well as producing the cross-
taxon species guide which will help to improve their 
fortunes across the wider landscape and help move 
them towards more resilient populations.

• We have created the Deadwood Hub, a home for 
resources such as our cross-taxa project outputs, 
case studies, and ‘How to videos’ – all of which 
will help to ensure that the lessons learnt from the 
Ancients project continue to reach new audiences.

PROJECT ACHIEVEMENTS

KEY NUMBERS QUICKVIEW

31
surveys 
commissioned  
to help us 
understand our 
ancient tree sites.

19
Sites given cross-
taxa management 
advice”

278
Trees were 
veteranised to  
create new 
deadwood and 
ancient tree features.

3
Sites where the 
Violet Click Beetle 
remains.

2
Sites where the 
Royal Splinter 
Cranefly exists in 
the world!

>800
117 oak trees 
in England are 
around 800 to 
1,000 years old.
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