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What did this project do for species?

¢ We maintained and improved over 1,000ha of wet
grassland for breeding waders, and created 8 wet
features to provide more foraging opportunities and
increase site resilience to water shortages.

e We installed and upgraded over 7km of anti-
predator fencing to protect eggs and chicks from
predation by foxes and badgers.

e We successfully trialled ‘headstarting’, a technique
for restoring small wader populations. The 155

birds that were reared in captivity and released are
surviving, migrating, and breeding like their wild-
reared counterparts.

e We increased the breeding population at the Ouse
Washes and adjacent sites from 3 to 18 pairs and the
number of occupied sites from one to three.

e Across the project area the population increased
40% from 38 pairs in 2017 to 53 pairs in 2021.

COMMUNITY

What did this project do for people?

e We organised events for over 1,200 local people
including talks, guided tours and festivals.

¢ We reached over 500 local school children, teaching
them about Black-tailed Godwits and local wetlands
through sessions in the classroom.

e |t is estimated that 7 million people were informed
about Black-tailed Godwits and the importance of
wet grasslands through national and local television
features, radio interviews and news articles.

naturebftb.co.uk/community-art-event/
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LABORATION
What has collaboration achieved?
e The project was completed in partnership with
the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust, and supported by
complementary funding from the EU LIFE Nature
Programme, the HSBC 150th Anniversary Fund,
Natural England and the Montague-Panton Animal
Welfare Trust.

e We agreed the production of an action plan with
project partners and other stakeholders to ensure
priority conservation actions are implemented up
to at least 2030, including increasing the extent

of available breeding habitat and further habitat
modifications to reduce predation.
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LEGACY

What is the legacy of this project?

e We presented project results in 14 talks to
scientific conferences and international meetings,
and in two peer-reviewed papers.

e We increased understanding of local and
migratory movements of the UK breeding
population of Black-tailed Godwit, including
identifying staging and wintering sites in Europe
and Africa.
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