
Cornish Path-moss
Creating habitat for this ultra-rare 
plant to flourish.

CONSERVATION COMMUNITY COLLABORATION LEGACY
What did this project do for species?

• We created over 500 square metres of new habitat 
for Cornish Path-moss on the edge of Bodmin Moor 
in Cornwall.

• This new habitat is already being colonised by 
Cornish Path-moss, and should provide the right 
conditions for the next 5-10 years.

• We surveyed, monitored, and investigated so 
we now know much more about the ecology and 
population dynamics of this extremely rare plant.

• We have established that the habitat creation is 
critical work in halting the further decline of the 
species.

• We raised awareness of a threatened species that is 
so rare and so small that one of its biggest threats is 
being overlooked or ignored.

What did this project do for people?

• We engaged and brought together people from a 
wide range of professions including archaeologists, 
ecologists, conservationists, academics and soil 
contamination experts to discuss the future of 
Cornish Path-moss.

• We worked with photography students and local 
bryologists to increase awareness of Cornish Path-
moss and its habitat.

• We established links with many people with an 
interest in Cornish Path-moss across the UK and 
Ireland, from site managers to moss specialists.

We created a lot of attention for this rare plant;  
read more here

What has collaboration achieved?

• We worked closely with a range of partners such as 
World Heritage and the mining heritage community 
delivering habitat management, survey, monitoring 
and research.

• Through an exchange of knowledge and learning, 
we now know much more about what makes Cornish 
Path-moss tick.

• The final stakeholder workshop in 2020 had 22 
attendees present from a wide range of bodies 
including Plantlife, Natural England, Historic 
England, National Parks Service Ireland, Manchester 
Metropolitan University, Camborne School of Mines,  
Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, Natural History Museum, 
National Botanic Garden Ireland, the National Trust, 
health and safety specialists and land-use consultants.

What is the legacy of this project?

• We demonstrated that habitat creation works 
for Cornish Path-moss, and how to do this in a way 
that minimises potential risks to human health from 
disturbance of old contaminated metal mine sites.

• We established suitable conditions persist for 5-10 
years following management, and therefore how 
frequently habitat creation is likely needed. 

• Positive links were developed between those 
involved in management of all of the species’  
world sites.
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