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Saving the Sefton Coast’s
sand dune wildlife
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What did this project do for species?

What did this project do for people?

What has collaboration achieved?

What is the legacy of this project?

• We restored 4.5 hectares of dune slack habitat to
enhance populations of Petalwort, Sea Bryum and
Natterjack Toad.

• We organised 157 habitat management sessions for
volunteers, giving local people the opportunity to get
directly involved in improving conditions for rare dune
species, amounting to 756 days of volunteer time.

• We worked with landowners including golf courses,
The National Trust and Network Rail to agree habitat
management that would benefit a range of dune
species.

• We have helped develop a core of experienced,
enthusiastic volunteers who are committed to
monitoring and advising on dune wildlife in the years
to come.
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• Volunteers working with Gems in the Dunes cleared
over 32,000 m2 of scrub (the size of four football
pitches), thereby enhancing dune habitat for the
target species.
• We created or enhanced 289 sand patches,
providing important bare ground habitat for the
Northern Dune Tiger Beetle and Sand Lizard.
• Combining work by volunteers, staff and
contractors, the project created a total of 11.5
hectares of mosaic habitat designed to help
dune wildlife.
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• We ran 31 training sessions to help volunteers learn
and improve skills in monitoring dune species such
as the Northern Dune Tiger Beetle and Sand Lizard,
resulting in 373 days of individual survey time.
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• We ran 70 guided walks, 9 presentations, 6 evening
talks, as well as arts and writing workshops to give
local people a chance to learn about dune wildlife and
get involved creatively.
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Take a look at some of the outdoor workshops
from this project

• The project provided an essential forum for
landowners, wildlife specialists, government bodies
and volunteers to liaise over ongoing and future work
affecting dune species.
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• Our work indicates where future work should best
be targeted, for example through recommendations
for the Dynamic Dunescapes project.

• By facilitating discussions between interest groups,
we have helped to maximise the benefits and reduce
conflicts between different approaches to managing
the dunes.
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• We have developed an approach to managing the
Sefton Coast dunes that will ensure rare species are
better prepared for the impacts of coastal change in
the coming decades.
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