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Enhancing foraging habitat for one
of our rarest mammals.

What did this project do for species?

¢ We have enhanced foraging habitat on over 80
hectares of land across the range of the Grey
Long-eared Bat in Devon.

¢ We have also helped to improve the habitats
between roosts so the colonies can be connected.

e We have increased awareness of the species on
over 200 land holdings.

e We have improved monitoring of the Grey Long-
eared Bat to establish long-term population trends.

What did this project do for people?

e We provided more than 60 events for local
communities, including bat walks, talks, and
creative activities.

e We have trained and engaged over 80 volunteers
in species monitoring, data analysis and how to lead
bat walks.

¢ We worked with landowners to discover how to
retain and enhance the precious habitats that the
bats need.

What has collaboration achieved?

e Led by the Bat Conservation Trust we have worked
closely with a range of partners, delivering habitat
management advice and community engagement.

e We worked with individual landowners as well

as the following organisations: Avon Valley Project,
Devon Bat Group, Devon Greater Horseshoe Bat
Project, East Devon AONB, Other local Bat Groups
and Volunteers, Forest and Beach, Singing Paddles,
Natural England, Sibelco, Aggregate Industries,
Dorset Wildlife Trust, Dorset AONB, Teignbridge
Council, South Devon AONB, South Devon
Facilitation Fund, Hanson.

What is the legacy of this project?

e We have raised the profile of the Grey Long-eared
Bat and left this species firmly in the mind-set of
landowners, the general public and local authorities,
throughout the project areas.

e Currently there is a follow-on ‘Night Rider’ project
underway in Devon and Dorset, details of which

. This project started in 2021 and
continued into 2022.
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