
Limestone’s Living Legacies
Restoring the Cotswolds’ limestone grassland.

CONSERVATION COMMUNITY COLLABORATION LEGACY
What did this project do for species?

• We reintroduced the Large Blue to three new sites 
and recorded evidence of Marsh Fritillary breeding at 
a second site in the Cotswolds.

• Our strategy of targeted paddock grazing has 
resulted in a dramatic increase in the abundance and 
distribution of Purple Milk-vetch at another site.

• Rugged Oil Beetles were discovered at 12 new sites 
in the Cotswolds, taking the total from 8 to 20. 

• The Rock-rose Pot Beetle was re-discovered at a 
site after 35 years.

• We discovered the Ruderal Bumblebee at two  
new sites and the Red-shanked Carder Bee at one 
new site.

What did this project do for people?

• Our team provided 75 management advice visits to 
landowners across 49 different sites.

• We helped 147 individual volunteers learn new skills 
and carry out approximately 348 species surveys 
giving them a hands-on role in saving species.

• In addition, we introduced 546 people to new skills 
in identification, surveying, and creative techniques.

• More people have learned and become aware 
of the special sites and species on their doorstep 
through guided walks, talks, and creative workshops, 
giving them a better appreciation of their local area 
and knowledge of places to visit.

See our species art project that celebrated the 
Cotswold limestone grasslands

What has collaboration achieved?

• We helped reintroduce the Large Blue butterfly 
to Rodborough Common in partnership with the 
National Trust, Natural England, Gloucestershire 
Wildlife Trust, the commoners at Rodborough 
Common and contractors Habitat Designs Ltd. 

• We jointly put on training workshops with the Bat 
Conservation Trust, Buglife, Plantlife, Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust and Natural England for 
landowners and land managers to teach and advise 
how to manage their land for a variety of species 
groups and target species.

• We collaborated with the Stroud-based ‘Walking 
the Land’ art group to produce and exhibit artwork 
based on the limestone grasslands of the Cotswolds.

What is the legacy of this project?

• 274 people have been trained in species 
identification and survey methodology - meaning 
many more people are now equipped to be able to 
identify and survey for our target species.

• Through our training programme, 90 landowners 
and land managers are now better equipped with the 
knowledge needed to manage limestone grasslands 
for a range of threatened species.

• Through working with the project, our local 
partners now have more knowledge about the target 
species on their sites and their requirements.

PROJECT ACHIEVEMENTS

KEY NUMBERS QUICKVIEW

75
Management 
advice visits with 
landowners.

147
Volunteers carried 
out 348 species 
surveys.

546
People learnt new 
skills through the 
project.

274
People have been 
trained in species 
identification.

12
New sites where 
the Rugged Oil 
Beetle has been 
recorded.

50%
Half of UK’s 
limestone 
grassland is in the 
Cotswolds.

0 250 Miles 

0 250

20015010050

300 350 Kilometres20015010050

IMAGES: Main image, 4, 9, 10, 11, 12 Alex Hyde; 1 Keith Warmington, BC; 2 Susanne Nilsson, Flickr; 3 Liam Olds;  
5, 6, 7, 8 BftB

3 7 11

4 8 12

1 5 9

2 6 10

https://naturebftb.co.uk/community-art-projec/limestones-living-legacies/
https://naturebftb.co.uk/community-art-projec/limestones-living-legacies/

	Button 2: 


