
CONSERVATION COMMUNITY COLLABORATION LEGACY
What did this project do for species?

• We successfully extended the range of one of 
the rarest, most restricted, and most vulnerable 
freshwater molluscs in Britain at RSPB’s Pulborough 
Brooks nature reserve in the Arun Valley, West 
Sussex. 

• We systematically tested the protocol required 
under the government licence for ditch management 
for the first time.

• We demonstrated that clearing some areas of 
ditch and leaving others uncleared is effective in 
maintaining good numbers of the species.

What did this project do for people?

• We found novel ways of engaging the public in 
this very small and highly protected mollusc and the 
wetland habitat it requires. 

• Successful promotion included a mention in a 
popular book, ‘Back to Nature’ by Chris Packham and 
Megan McCubbin, published in May 2021. 

• The project was also the subject of a Radio 4 play 
called ‘Song of the Reeds’ about a nature reserve in 
the Norfolk Broads, which aired in September 2021.

Read about our creative event called  
‘The Last Ditch’

What has collaboration achieved?

• The project has worked with Natural England, 
Buglife and specialist conchologists to guide the 
project and interpret the results.

• In April 2021 our results were presented and 
discussed at an end of project workshop attended by 
statutory authorities, land managers and practitioners 
from across the three key centres of the snail’s 
population. 

• Our workshop highlighted the variability of 
pressures across the snail’s range and the desirability 
of establishing similar trials at the other two key areas, 
the Norfolk Broads and Pevensey Levels.

What is the legacy of this project?

• We have learnt more about the snail’s 
requirements and how to manage ditches for it.

• We demonstrated a method of creating new 
habitat in the form of new ditches and spurs and 
have shown the snail is able to colonise these when  
linked to occupied ditches.

• We learnt more about issues of water quality  
and supply within the Arun Valley which has led  
to several further initiatives.

PROJECT ACHIEVEMENTS

KEY NUMBERS QUICKVIEW

3
Once found in 
15 locations, 
now only 3.

17
Ditches found to 
have snails on a 
nature reserve.

1
The only British 
non-marine 
gastropod which 
is a European 
Protected Species.

5mm
It’s called Little for 
a reason!

1000
Number of people 
participated in talks 
and events.

41
Land managers 
and practitioners 
attended an end of 
project workshop.
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Shaping the future of one of our 
most vulnerable water molluscs.
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