
What did this project do for species?

• The Chequered Skipper was reintroduced in 2018.
We recorded the first sighting of an English-born  
adult in 2019. Emergence of Chequered Skipper for 
three consecutive years shows that the habitat is 
in good condition and the species can once again 
complete its lifecycle in its former stronghold of 
Rockingham Forest.  

• We carried out conservation management at 16 sites 
across the landscape to create a network of suitable 
habitat to ensure the recovery and longer-term viability 
of vulnerable species such as Wood White, Dingy and 
Grizzled Skipper, Adder, Fly Orchid and Basil Thyme.

• Our targeted management, including 7.2km of 
woodland ride widening and 23ha of vegetation 
management, has resulted in the creation of more  
open space within woodlands, improving conditions 
for butterflies and moths, reptiles and plants, as well  
as providing foraging habitat for bat and bird species.

What did this project do for people?

• We delivered a comprehensive programme of 
training through 24 species identification and survey 
workshops and 3 woodland management workshops, 
after enabling 436 volunteers and conservation 
professionals to develop skills in these areas.  

• We engaged with 3908 people through diverse 
events and activities such as talks, survey training 
workshops, guided walks, family activities, work 
parties and creative workshops connecting them to 
the conservation programme in varied ways.

• Our 326 amazing volunteers contributed 806 days 
of time to the project. The identification, engagement, 
and development of a loyal group of volunteers was 
one of the project’s great successes and created 
enjoyable, rewarding experiences for local people to 
get involved in their local heritage.

Take a tour of our Fans of the Forest guided walk here

What has collaboration achieved?

• The project worked as a partnership of 10 
organisations, working to protect and restore 
threatened wildlife across Rockingham Forest 
encompassing Northamptonshire, Cambridgeshire, 
East Midlands/East of England.

• The partners included Butterfly Conservation, 
Amphibian and Reptile Conservation, RSPB, Bat 
Conservation Trust, Plantlife, Forestry England, 
Bedfordshire Cambridgeshire Northamptonshire 
Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire 
and Northamptonshire, Boughton Estate, Natural 
England, Northants County Council and many local 
landowners.

What is the legacy of this project?

• Butterfly Conservation has forged stronger 
links with local partners within this key woodland 
landscape. 

• These links have enabled us to develop the follow-
on project ‘Chequered Skippers – Taking Flight’ 
which has gained Green Recovery Challenge funding, 
allowing us to carry out further work in the area and 
realise additional benefits.
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https://naturebftb.co.uk/community-art-projec/roots-of-rockingham/
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