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Species name – 

common & 

scientific 

Pine marten (Martes martes) 

Photograph 

 
© Robert Cruickshanks / Back from the Brink 

Taxon group Mammal 

Conservation 

status 
Critically Endangered in England; Least Concern globally (IUCN) 

UK distribution 

Widespread in Scotland north of the Central Belt, with separate populations in 

southern Scotland. Re-establishing population in mid and parts of north Wales, as 

a result of conservation translocations. Restricted distribution in England in north 

Northumberland and Cumbria, Shropshire, the Forest of Dean (Gloucestershire) 

and Hampshire. 

Habitat 

associations 

Woodland specialist, occupying both coniferous and broadleaved woodland, and 

considered to be tree dependent. Will also use scrub and riparian corridors but 

avoids open ground. 
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BftB work carried 

out: 
 

Survey & 

Monitoring  

Established survey methods were implemented in the project area (principally in 

and around the Kielder Forest district). Camera traps deployed with bait and/or 

scent lure, feeder boxes and scat surveys  

were the primary methods for gathering distribution data. Of these, camera traps 

were the most successful method at detecting martens. Den boxes (artificial 

wooden boxes installed on trees to provide secure sites for resting and breeding) 

were installed and monitored for evidence of occupancy and breeding. There was 

no evidence of martens occupying or breeding in the boxes during the project, but 

the boxes will remain in place for the long-term to provide secure future den sites 

for martens. 

Sites habitat 

management 

works 

Enhancements to habitat have been made through installing den boxes to provide 

optimal resting and breeding sites for martens, thus increasing the suitability of 

woodlands for martens. 

Conservation 

‘interventions’ 
incl. 

reintroductions & 

translocations 

N/A 

Technical advice 

provision 

Advice on forest management for pine martens provided to landowners such as 

Forestry England and National Trust. 

Links made with 

other taxa / 

conservation 

work? 

During the project, we collaborated with a range of organisations and initiatives, 

including Forestry England, Red Squirrels Northern England, National Trust, 

Revitalising Redesdale Partnership, Kielder Partnership and Northumberland 

Wildlife Trust, and gave talks or ran training workshops for some of these 

organisations. The use of camera traps to survey for pine martens resulted in a 

range of non-target species being detected. Conversely, other organisations and 

groups using camera traps to survey for other species, notably red squirrels and 

goshawks, recorded pine martens. These records were shared between the 

relevant species groups and initiatives, allowing for a joined-up approach to 

species monitoring in the area. 

Wider 

engagement & 

advocacy 

activities? 

The project engaged with local communities, naturalists, and landowners within 

the project area to raise awareness of pine martens and provide learning 

opportunities. This was achieved through delivering a variety of talks, training 

workshops, ‘in the field’ survey training and digital engagement. Volunteers were 

integral to the project and carried out a great deal of survey and monitoring work, 

thus providing more ‘feet on the ground’. 

BftB results 

obtained: 
 

Recorded 

Distribution (in 

BftB focal areas) 

During the project, unequivocal pine marten records were collected from 18 10km 

x 10km grid squares in northern Northumberland and Cumbria. Pine martens were 

principally recorded in Kielder, Kidland and Kershope forests, with a small number 

of records from outlying areas. Records were also received from the Scottish 

borders, adjacent to Kielder Forest, indicating a contiguous distribution across 

both sides of the Scottish/English border. 

  



 

 

Recorded 

Abundance of 

species 

populations 

We do not have enough data to produce a population estimate for pine martens in 

northern England, however, we identified a minimum of five individual martens 

over the three years of the project, by distinguishing unique patterns on the 

animal’s chest when recorded on a camera trap, although the true number of 

animals present will be higher than this. 

Other results 

documented? 
N/A 

Species Recovery 

Curve progress 

made 

Prior to this project, very little was known about the status, occurrence and 

distribution of pine martens in northern England, therefore, pine martens were 

placed at step 1 on the species recovery curve (denoting taxonomy understood). 

Through the project, survey and monitoring efforts were implemented to collect 

records and distribution data on pine martens, which show that pine martens are 

present in a minimum of 18 10km x 10km grid squares in the region (steps 2-4 on 

the species recovery curve; assessment of the biological status of the species 

completed and a monitoring plan implemented).  

 

The main recovery solution trialled during the project has been the provision and 

monitoring of den boxes installed to provide optimal resting and breeding sites for 

pine martens and enhance woodland habitat (steps 6-7 on the species recovery 

curve; recovery solutions trialled, and best approach adopted). 

 

Overall, evidence collected during the project indicates that pine martens are 

recovering naturally in northern Northumberland and Cumbria, placing pine 

martens in this area at step 8 on the species recovery curve (denoting species 

recovering). 

Other measures 

of species 

recovery 

progress? e.g. FCS 

During the project, we supported delivery of some of the taxon group delivery 

actions, which have helped to assess species recovery. Firstly, the development of 

long-term camera trap schemes in areas of potential re-colonisation; this was the 

main method used to collect pine marten distribution data. Secondly, the 

establishment of strategically sited den box schemes. Monitoring the boxes during 

the breeding season allows us to establish whether any martens have used the 

boxes for breeding and therefore monitor breeding in the population (however, 

there was no evidence of breeding in the boxes during the project).  

Recommendations 

for future work:- 

Whilst the pine marten population is in early stages of re-establishment in 

northern England, ongoing monitoring is recommended to keep track of changing 

distribution and range expansion and ensure that recovery is continuing, with 

minimal barriers to range expansion. This monitoring can be facilitated by 

collaborative working between organisations and volunteers. Recommendations 

for future conservation and management of pine martens nationally are detailed in 

a Long-term Strategic Recovery Plan for Pine Martens in Britain, to be published 

early 2021. 

 

 


