
Lesser Butterfly Orchid
Working to reverse this rare plant’s decline.

CONSERVATION COMMUNITY COLLABORATION LEGACY
What did this project do for species?

• Trial conservation management work was carried 
out at two nature reserves in Devon and Cornwall, 
designed to increase the populations of Lesser 
Butterfly Orchid. This already seems to be having a 
positive impact at one of the sites, with the Orchid 
having been found in a new part of the site. 

• Lesser Butterfly Orchid has specific requirements 
which are not particularly well understood. This 
project has added to the understanding and 
knowledge of the species and its requirements,  
which will help its future conservation.

What did this project do for people?

• People who manage sites where Lesser Butterfly 
Orchid is present have become more aware of the 
species and the ways in which sites need to be 
managed for the species to thrive. 

• Over thirty people became involved by volunteering 
at project sites, undertaking conservation work such 
as bracken clearance, to make sites more suitable for 
the Orchid.

• Events such as flower walks gave people a chance 
to see Lesser Butterfly Orchid firsthand together with 
other interesting plant species associated with the 
habitats in which it grows.

Poetry and art helped bring this beautiful plant 
into the public eye.

What has collaboration achieved?

• Plantlife worked closely with project partners 
Devon Wildlife Trust and Cornwall Wildlife Trust to 
undertake conservation work on two nature reserves, 
making them more suitable and more sustainable for 
Lesser Butterfly Orchid.

• Plantlife worked with the managers of Lesser 
Butterfly Orchid sites to increase the understanding 
of the needs of the species.

What is the legacy of this project?

• The landowners of the sites where trial 
conservation management work has taken place will 
continue to manage the sites in a way that should 
benefit Lesser Butterfly Orchid. The impacts of the 
conservation work on the species will continue to be 
monitored.

• The increased knowledge and understanding of 
Lesser Butterfly Orchid and its specific needs, gained 
during the project, will inform future conservation 
work by Plantlife and others.

PROJECT ACHIEVEMENTS

KEY NUMBERS QUICKVIEW

75%
Proportion 
of range the 
plant has lost in 
England.

2
Trial conservation 
work was carried 
out at two nature 
reserves.

147
People have been 
directly involved in 
the project.

32
Volunteers have 
given their time to 
conserve Lesser 
Butterfly Orchid.

315
People have learnt 
new skills.

2000
Just over 2000 
people took part 
in the project 
virtually.
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