
 

 

Back from the Brink – Species summary  

Bechstein’s Bat 
 

 

BftB project: IP01 Dorset’s Heathland Heart 

 

Project lead organisation: Plantlife  

 

Contact: enquiries@plantlife.org.uk 

 

Partner organisation for species: Bat Conservation Trust enquiries@bats.org.uk 
 

Species name – 

common & scientific 
Bechstein’s Bat Myotis bechstenii 

Photograph 

 
© Hugh Clark (BCT) / Back from the Brink 

Taxon group Mammal - bat 

Conservation status NERC S41, W&C Act sch. 5, Hab Dir Annex 2, IUCN - Near Threatened. 

UK distribution 

Found within the southern part of England from west Kent to east 

Devon and the Isle of Wight. Further north it has been found in 

Gloucestershire, Worcestershire, and Herefordshire, with a few records 

in south Wales. 

Habitat associations 

Generally strongly associated with ancient broadleaved woodland, in 

particular woods that contain oak and ash. The population studied is 

anomalous in being associated with a small strip of broadleaved 

woodland surrounded by heathland, coniferous plantation, and 

grassland. 

BftB work carried out:  

Survey & Monitoring  

Radio-tracking of a total of 15 female Bechstein’s Bats was carried out 
over two weeks in 2018 and a third week in 2019. Trapping was carried 

out using harp traps, mist nets, Sussex Autobat lures and AT100 

Ultrasonic Transmitters and biometric data were also recorded.  
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Sites habitat 

management works 

Work for this species centred on radio-tracking to obtain information 

about apparently anomalous habitat use by the species within the 

Dorset Heaths to provide recommendations for site habitat management 

works.  

Technical advice 

provision 

Local guidance has been produced by Bat Conservation Trust based on 

the research carried out by the Dorset Bat Group and circulated to the 

landowners and managers. This identifies suitable remedial action for the 

Dorset Heaths Bechstein's Bat population. 

Wider engagement & 

advocacy activities? 

Awareness was raised about Bechstein’s Bat through a public talk about 
the work by Dorset Bat Group as part of the Dorset’s Heathland Heart 
2019 winter talk series plus a training workshop run for volunteers 

interested in helping with radio-tracking. 

BftB results obtained:  

Recorded Distribution 

(in BftB focal areas) 

Surveys by Flanders 2006-7 provided initial data on Purbeck populations 

- present in 5 woods out of 23 surveyed, 35 individuals in 2 trees at 

project site  

Radio-tracking as part of BFTB project has provided evidence for the 

population at the one site considered in this project  

Recorded Abundance of 

species populations 
 Up to 27 individuals using 12 roosting trees at the site studied. 

Other results 

documented? 
Radio-tracking indicated the use of 3-4 foraging areas 

Species Recovery Curve 

progress made 

1 – 5 Pressures & remedial action identified (fully). Guidance will ensure 

that the landowner/leaseholder are advised on correct management 

practices that will benefit Bechstein’s Bat, and protect any known 

coniferous commuting routes, foraging areas and known roost areas 

(ensuring buffers around known roost trees, retaining understorey, limit 

disturbance).  

Recommendations for 

future work:- 

Forestry management and heathland restoration in the areas should 

safeguard the roosting habitat and ensure woodland corridors that 

provide commuting routes to foraging areas are retained and  ideally 

buffered. Replacement of conifers with broadleaved trees should be 

considered, or underplanting with broadleaved species carried out if 

thinned coniferous canopies are retained.  

 


