
 
 

Back from the Brink – Species summary  
Chamomile 
 
 
BftB project: IP01 Dorset’s Heathland Heart 
 
Project lead organisation: Plantlife  
 
Contact: enquries@plantlife.org.uk 
 

Species name – 
common & scientific Chamomile – Chamaemelum nobile 

Photograph 
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Taxon group Vascular plant - Asteraceae 

Conservation status NERC S.41, GB & England Red List, IUCN Vulnerable, Dorset scarce 

UK distribution 
Largely confined to the New Forest, The Lizard, the mid-Cornish moors 
and Bodmin Moor, Dartmoor, the Scillies, coastal Pembrokeshire and the 
Gower Peninsula in addition to Dorset. 

Habitat associations 

Close-grazed or mown grassland on moist, fairly nutrient-poor and mildly 
acidic soils that are wet in the winter. It is particularly associated with 
village greens, commons, coastal grasslands and playing fields where a 
short grassy sward is maintained by grazing or cutting. 
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BftB work carried out:  

Survey & Monitoring  

Detailed surveys were carried out on the main Dorset site (Corfe 
Common) to provide information on occupancy within 5m grid cells and 
abundance within 20m grid cells. 
Habitat surveys, including soil sampling and vegetation surveys, were 
carried out on 4 translocation receptor sites.  
Following translocations, volunteer monitoring has been carried out 
twice in 2021. 

Conservation 
‘interventions’ incl. 
reintroductions & 
translocations 

Following surveys, consultation and examination of historic records, 
translocations were carried out to 4 receptor sites within the Purbeck 
Heaths. 10 plugs (10cm diameter) plus a larger turf (up to 30cm x 30cm) 
were planted out within an area of approximate 10m x 10m at each 
receptor site in March 2021.  
All sites are grazed (essential for Chamomile unless sites are regularly 
mown). 

Technical advice 
provision 

An advisory visit was carried out at the donor site early on in the project 
to help inform ongoing management decisions with regard to livestock 
grazing. Advice was provided to receptor site landowners regarding 
ongoing management. 

Links made with other 
taxa / conservation 
work? 

Chamomile is often associated with Yellow Centaury Cicendia filiformis, 
Pennyroyal Mentha pulegium and Coral Necklace Illecebrum verticillatum, 
for example in the New Forest, but this is not the case in Dorset, where 
it is found in slightly different habitat to these species, therefore these 
links were not made although all 3 were project species.  
Chamomile requires livestock grazing, and the translocations were 
carried out in the context of the new joined up grazing unit being 
established in the Purbeck Heaths NNR.  
Translocations were carried out with the help of National Trust staff, 
who were fully engaged with the project. 

Wider engagement & 
advocacy activities? 

Talks were given to the Corfe Common commons committee, the Dorset 
Flora Group, the Dorset Environmental Record Centre conference and 
the Bournemouth Natural Science Society, raising awareness of the 
species in Dorset, its needs, and the translocation project.  
A Chamomile seed collecting training day was carried out for volunteers 
with Millenium Seedbank staff.  
A factsheet has been created and distributed and volunteers supported 
to undertaken surveys.  

BftB results obtained:  

Recorded Distribution 
(in BftB focal areas) 

Chamomile was known from 2 sites in Dorset (plus one additional 
unconfirmed location) prior to the project. 

Recorded Abundance of 
species populations 

The species is abundant across the northern half of Corfe Common (a 
detailed and replicable map of abundance has been created).  
Ongoing monitoring will be needed to assess establishment at the 
receptor sites. By autumn, Chamomile was surviving in 11 plugs/turves 
at each of 2 sites, and at least 5 plugs/turves at each of 2 further sites 
and some plants were flowering. 

Species Recovery Curve 
progress made 

 

1 – 8 Species recovering (partially). Four new populations have been 
established. Future montoring is needed to see how they do beyond the 
first year. Note that the baseline is considered to be an underestimate as 
the species is generally well understood and recovery work has been 
trialled elsewhere). 
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Recommendations for 
future work: 

Close grazing should be maintained at all 5 sites. This should be 
achievable within the Purbeck Heaths NNR as part of the joined-up 
grazing unit, while grazing at Corfe Common currently appears secure. 
Ongoing monitoring of the translocations sites is recommended and will 
be carried out by National Trust staff/volunteers.   

 

 

 


