
 

 

Back from the Brink – Species summary  

Coral Necklace 
 

 

BftB project: IP01 Dorset’s Heathland Heart 

 

Project lead organisation: Plantlife  

 

Contact: enquiries@plantlife.org.uk 
 

Species name – 

common & scientific 
Coral Necklace – Illecebrum verticillatum 

Photograph 

 
© D Liley & S Lake / Back from the Brink 

Taxon group Vascular plant - Caryophyllaceae 

Conservation status NERC S.41, GB Redlist - IUCN Endangered, Rare 

UK distribution 

Native in Cornwall, thought to be a 19th Century arrival elsewhere. It is 

locally abundant in New Forest and has more recently colonized the 

Dorset, Wealden, and Thames Basin heaths.  

Habitat associations 

Suitable habitat includes temporary pools in heathland or heathy 

grassland and seasonally flooded hollows along sandy or gravelly tracks 

(including within forestry plantations). It requires very open conditions 

and is therefore generally found where livestock grazing and  

trampling or vehicle use create disturbance and maintain a very short 

sward and plenty of bare ground. In Dorset, Coral Necklace is strongly 

associated with damp but sandy heathland soils subject to regular 

vehicle disturbance.   
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BftB work carried out:  

Survey & Monitoring  

BFTB surveys were targeted at sites where the species was thought to 

be present but from which there were no records. Surveys were carried 

out at Barnsfield and Bovington by project staff and will be repeated by 

the Dorset Flora Group.  

A small population at RSPB Arne was monitored annually by volunteers, 

which will continue via the Purbeck Natural History Forum.  

A fourth historic site was surveyed by Dorset Environmental Records 

Centre staff during the BFTB project period. 

Sites habitat 

management works 
No specific habitat management work was carried out for this species.  

Technical advice 

provision 

Advice has been provided to MoD through their local Conservation 

Committee and to RSPB. 

Links made with other 

taxa / conservation 

work? 

The Dorset sites are heavily disturbed and support few if any other 

species. However, Coral Necklace was found to have colonised a new 

area of an existing site following scrub clearance targeted at Heath 

Violet Viola canina as part of BFTB.  

Wider engagement & 

advocacy activities? 

Talks given to the Dorset Flora Group, Bournemouth Natural Science 

Society and BFTB volunteers provided information and raised awareness 

about Coral Necklace in Dorset. A factsheet was created for this species. 

BftB results obtained:  

Recorded Distribution 

(in BftB focal areas) 

See Map 1. Coral Necklace was recorded from 5 locations at 3 sites by 

BFBT, and records were made at a 4th site during the project period 

(West Moors). Although the BFTB records appear to be new, the species 

was already known anecdotally from these sites, and they do not 

represent a range expansion.  

Recorded Abundance of 

species populations 

Abundance data are only available from a subset of sites.  

The Arne population decreased from 100 to 28 between 2020 and 2021 

due to a management issue. This was identified by BFTB vols and swiftly 

rectified by RSPB and the population is likely to increase again in 2022. 

Other results 

documented? 

Coral Necklace was found to have colonised a new area of an existing 

site following scrub clearance targeted at another species. 

Species Recovery Curve 

progress made 

1 – 5 Pressures and remedial action identified (mostly). Surveys indicated 

that this species can flourish where damp sandy soils are regularly 

disturbed by vehicles, and that vehicles can probably act as a dispersal 

vector. Coral Necklace is probably slowly spreading in Dorset and no 

interventions were directly targeted this species. The baseline is 

considered to be an underestimate given the existing understanding of 

the species and its distribution in Dorset. 

Recommendations for 

future work:- 

The small number of sites means that Coral Necklace is  vulnerable in 

Dorset, particularly as it is dependent on quite intense disturbance to 

maintain open conditions. Ongoing awareness of the species and its 

needs will be key (particularly at privately owned sites).  

 

https://naturebftb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Coral-Necklace.pdf


 

 

 

Map 1: The distribution of Coral Necklace across the Dorset Heaths (data for previous records 

supplied by Dorset Environmental Records Centre, DERC. Recent records from West Moors are held 

by DERC and not shown here).  


