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Dwarf Jelly Lichen 
 
 
BftB project: IP02 Ancients of the Future 
 
Project lead organisation: Buglife  
 
Contact: info@buglife.org.uk 
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Species name – 
common & scientific 

Dwarf jelly lichen 
Scytinium fragrans (syn. Collema fragrans) 

Photograph 
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Taxon group Lichen 

Conservation status Endangered in Britain and a NERC Act Section 41 species. 

UK distribution 

 

Although always uncommon, prior to Dutch elm disease this species was 
more widespread in GB, especially in the southern half of England. It has 
declined in recent decades with the loss of elm trees, one of its favoured 
trees. 
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Habitat associations 

Scytinium fragrans is mostly found on the trunks of veteran trees with 
base-rich bark especially elm, but also beech, ash, sycamore and very 
rarely old oak where there is a degree of natural nutrient enrichment 
resulting from wounds e.g. sap-runs and wound seepage tracks as well as 
on damaged bare wood. It favours well-lit trees e.g. in parklands and wood 
pastures and shares similar requirements to Bellicidia incompta, but is 
significantly rarer, even on sites where both species are found together, 
suggesting it has very particular habitat requirements. 

BftB work carried out:  

Sites habitat 
management works 

Trial management - thinning, pollarding and planting of elm - is being 
trialled at Savernake alongside the introduction of grazing that will benefit 
the species in broader terms. 

Conservation 
‘interventions’ incl. 
reintroductions & 
translocations 

It has not been possible to trial translocation due to rarity of the species 
on project sites. 



 
 

Technical advice 
provision Management advice given to site managers. 

Links made with other 
taxa / conservation 
work? 

Association with Bellicidia incompta 

BftB results obtained:  

Recorded Distribution 
(in BftB focal areas) Recorded on previously single known tree at Savernake. 

Recorded Abundance 
of species populations Still present on one tree. 

Species Recovery 
Curve progress made 

SRC score: 62. It has not been possible to trial translocation due to rarity 
of the species on project sites. Trial management - thinning, pollarding and 
planting of elm - is being trialled at Savernake alongside the introduction 
of grazing that will benefit the species in broader terms. 

Recommendations for 
future work:- 

Habitat niche identified but more work could be done to understand this 
and its ecology more fully. 

 
 


