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Species name – 
common & scientific Fingered Speedwell Veronica triphyllos 

Photograph 

 
© R I Moyse / Back from the Brink 

Taxon group Vascular plants 

Conservation status Endangered 

UK distribution 

Fingered Speedwell is considered an archaeophyte, despite its first 
record being from 1670. Although it has historically been recorded in 
Surrey, Oxfordshire, Hertfordshire, Essex, Yorkshire, Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire, East Suffolk, East Norfolk and as far afield as Cornwall, 
it has not been seen outside the Brecks since 1970; the only exception is 
a casual record in South-west Yorkshire in 2008 (Figure 1; See page 8 of 
the Portfolio for more information). 

Habitat associations Arable fields and occasionally on tracks, waste land and gravel pits (see 
pages 5-7 in the Portfolio for more information). 
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BftB work carried out:  

Survey & Monitoring  

Population count/survey of extant populations and reintroduced 
populations (see pages 10-11 and 14-17 of the Portfolio for a brief 
survey method, fuller description, a ‘how to’ case study and survey 
form).   

Sites habitat 
management works 

There has been one intervention for this species:  
• farm management advice provided at extant locations (see pages 10-

12 of the Portfolio for information on management).  

Conservation 
‘interventions’ incl. 
reintroductions & 
translocations 

Seeds were collected and deposited at Kew Millennium Seed Bank for 
use in future reintroductions.  
No reintroductions of this species have been undertaken within Colour 
in the Margins, but a method has been described in the Portfolio (pages 
12-13 including a case study). 

Technical advice 
provision 

Tailored reports on survey results and management advice sent to 
landowners. Production and dissemination of species ecology and 
conservation portfolio.  

Links made with other 
taxa / conservation 
work? 

Spring Speedwell and other arable flora; Stone-curlews.  

BftB results obtained:  

Recorded Distribution 
(in BftB focal areas) 

There are just five sites with recent records of Fingered Speedwell: 
• Thetford Green 
• Cherry Hill (reintroduction) 
• Tuddenham Gallops (reintroduction) 
• Weeting Arable Weed Reserve (reintroduction) 
 
These sites are surveyed annually by the Breckland Flora Group.  

Recorded Abundance of 
species populations 

Annual plants vary enormously on a temporal and spatial basis and site-
specific assessment has been undertaken where this is possible. It is not 
possible to say whether the species has a positive or negative trend 
overall due to this variability.   

Other results 
documented? 

Additional seed biology information (i.e. dormancy, maturation of seed 
and seed coat) collated by Kew MSB for the project has been essential 
to gain a fuller understanding of the requirements of this species (see 
pages 3-5 in the Portfolio).  
New information was generated about soil nutrients and texture at 
extant sites, and the arable plant communities within which Fingered 
Speedwell grows (documented on pages 6-8 of the Portfolio.  

Species Recovery Curve 
progress made 

The Species Recovery Curve score has increased from 2 to partial 
delivery of step 5.  

Recommendations for 
future work:- 

• Further work on seed longevity is required to understand how long 
seed are viable for and the effects of rotational management. 

• Further research on the effects of habitat conditions on dispersal and 
survival. 

• An understanding of insect pollinators would be beneficial to enable 
cross-pollination to occur. 
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Figure 1: Fingered Speedwell Veronica triphyllos distribution in Britain and Ireland. The data used to 
create this map has been provided under licence from the Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland 

(BSBI) and accessed from the Society’s online database in 2020. 


