
 
 

Back from the Brink – Species summary  
Forester Moth 
 
 
BftB project: IP07 Shifting Sands – Securing a future for the Brecks 
 
Project lead organisation: Natural England  
 
Contact: nands.conservationdeliveryandprojects@naturalengland.org.uk 
 
Partner organisation for species: Butterfly Conservation  
 

Species name – 
common & scientific Forester moth (Adscita statices) 

Photograph 
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Taxon group Family:  Zygaenidae 

Conservation status 

IUCN: None 
UK BAP priority species 
Section 41 (NERC Act) 
Butterfly Conservation priority: High 

UK distribution Local. Well distributed in England, Wales, Western Scotland and 
Northern Ireland -widespread, but absent over wide areas.  

Habitat associations 
Open habitats, damp grassland, chalk downland, heathland. Larval food 
plants: common sorrel (Rumex acetosa) & sheep’s sorrel (Rumex 
acetosella). 

BftB work carried out:  

Survey & Monitoring  

Bespoke. Targeted survey; Butterfly Conservation protocol using timed 
counts targeting flower heads. 
Surveys undertaken & volunteers trained in 2019. Surveys & training 
cancelled due to covid pandemic in 2020, but Kings forest and 5 other 
sites surveyed annually during project lifetime. 
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Sites habitat 
management works 

Bare ground works at Santon Heath, Kings forest and Lakenheath. 
Survey work shows that mosaic restoration and mosaic grazing pressure 
is vital for this species 

Technical advice 
provision Advice to land managers regarding grazing pressure. 

Links made with other 
taxa / conservation 
work? 

This species is associated with a large number of other Breckland species 
which utilise short grass heath and woodland rides including Dingy 
Skipper, Lunar Yellow Underwing, Grayling and Wood Lark. 

Wider engagement & 
advocacy activities? Guided walks and identification and survey training events. 

BftB results obtained:  

Recorded Distribution 
(in BftB focal areas) 

Forester moth is widespread in the Brecks of Norfolk and Suffolk on 
heathland sites and forest corridors 

Recorded Abundance of 
species populations 

Forester moth has been recorded on a large range of sites with 
abundance per 30 minutes ranging from 5 to 75 (Cranwich Camp) 

Species Recovery Curve 
progress made 

Baseline: 5 
Current estimate: 7 

Recommendations for 
future work:- 

Maintain open habitats and grass heath on number of sites across the 
Breckland landscape with abundant flowers over the summer. Avoid 
intensive grazing on a large scale. 

Overview of plans for 
future monitoring:-  

Continue annual timed counts of day flying adult moth on a range of 
sites in the Brecks. 

 
 


