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Species name – 
common & scientific Interrupted Brome Bromus interruptus 

Photograph 

 
© Elizabeth Cooke / Back from the Brink 

Taxon group Vascular plant 

Conservation status Extinct in the Wild 

UK distribution 

Interrupted Brome is endemic to the British Isles but was first recorded 
in 1849 at Odsey in Cambridgeshire (then Hertfordshire). It was 
subsequently not seen for another 40 years when it was rediscovered in 
a fallow field in Berkshire and was eventually formally named and 
described as a full species in 1895. By the 1930s, the plant was 
distributed quite widely in England, with records scattered through 
central and southern England and East Anglia. However, the plant had 
become virtually extinct by the 1960s, when searches of previously 
known sites revealed one remaining population on a field margin near 
Pampisford in Cambridgeshire. The species was last recorded at this site 
in 1972, and although a strip in the last remaining field was cultivated, 
no plants grew, and seed harvested from this last population proved 
unviable due to mildew and aphids. Thus, with no known sites outside of 
England, Interrupted Brome was considered to have become globally 
extinct (see page 9 in the Portfolio for more information). 
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Habitat associations 

Autumn-cultivated arable land. Historically recorded being a seed 
contaminant of Sainfoin crops and passed with this seed to new sites. 
The decline in growing sainfoin has been one of the cause of the 
extinction of Interrupted Brome (see pages 5-7 in the Portfolio for more 
information). 

BftB work carried out:  

Survey & Monitoring  Population count/survey of reintroduced populations (see pages 10 and 
18-21 of the Portfolio for a brief description and survey form). 

Sites habitat 
management works 

Site monitoring undertaken at one reintroduction site (four sub-sites) to 
monitor progress and investigate species biology. This contributed to 
technical information about management for this species (see page 10 of 
the Portfolio for information about management). Information about 
how to undertake reintroductions was also captured (see pages 11-13 in 
the Portfolio for information about how to reintroduce this species and a 
case study). 

Conservation 
‘interventions’ incl. 
reintroductions & 
translocations 

The initial reintroductions at the site were undertaken prior to the 
beginning of Colour in the Margins. However, the project contributed to 
monitoring the species and collating together information about the 
biology and conservation of Interrupted Brome. 

Technical advice 
provision 

The reintroduction site is under Plantlife’s direct management and the 
survey results were gathered by the farm manager.  
Production and dissemination of species ecology and conservation 
portfolio. 

Wider engagement & 
advocacy activities? 

The Portfolio was written in collaboration with the Natural History 
Museum (NHM). NHM have been undertaking work on Interrupted 
Brome for a number of years and were able to draw on their experience 
to produce case studies for the Portfolio (see pages 5-6 and 8). 

BftB results obtained:  

Recorded Distribution 
(in BftB focal areas) 

The historic distribution of Interrupted Brome is relatively large. 
Although a few of these records fall within the Colour in the Margin 
focus areas, all of the records are pre-2000 and the seed is very short-
lived and is likely to no longer be viable. Thus, Interrupted Brome is only 
present at the reintroduction sites that have been successful (Figure 1).  

Recorded Abundance of 
species populations 

The population sizes of annual plants vary enormously from year-to-
year, dependent on a wide range of variables. Abundance data has been 
recorded annually at project sites between one and four times during the 
project. However, without a comprehensive dataset of population 
counts from previous years and a thorough understanding of the 
variables effecting the abundance of the species it is not possible to 
make valid assessments of trends within this timeframe. Colour in the 
Margins has made progress on both these fronts by providing a few 
years of population counts and improving our understanding of the 
autecology of the species. Thus, we will be better able to interpret 
changes of abundance in the future. 

Other results 
documented? 

The Portfolio draws together the information gathered on many sites 
into a single document and acts as the reservoir of knowledge on 
Interrupted Brome. 
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Species Recovery Curve 
progress made 

The Species Recovery Curve score has increased from a 1 to a 6 within 
the lifetime of the project. Without the adoption of intensive 
conservation measures with repeated reintroductions of this species 
within seed crops, it is likely that no further progress will be made on the 
Species Recovery Curve. 

Recommendations for 
future work:- 

• Seed longevity studies. Seed longevity in different types of soil is not 
fully understood. However, seed longevity is expected to be 
extremely short (6 months – 1 year) outside of dry storage 
conditions. 

• The effects of different sowing seasons on germination and growth. 
There is also some evidence that Interrupted Brome can act as both 
an annual or biennial plant and further trials are required to 
understand under what circumstances this life ecology occurs. 

 
  



 
 

 

Figure 1: Interrupted Brome Bromus interruptus distribution across Britain and Ireland. The data used to 
create this map has been provided under licence from the Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland 

(BSBI) and accessed from the Society’s online database in 2020. 


