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Species name – 
common & scientific 

Lemon tart lichen 
Lecanora sublivescens 

Photograph 
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Taxon group Lichen 

Conservation status Near Threatened in Britain and a NERC Act Section 41 species. 

UK distribution 

Primarily a southern species in GB, with a ‘sub-oceanic’ distribution 
along with Blastenia coralliza, B. herbidella and Lecanora quercicola which 
all have similar requirements for old oak trees with base-rich bark and 
well-lit trunks that are slightly damp. These species are often found on 
the same sites and even the same trees e.g. sheltered ancient parkland 
and wood pasture in southern Britain. Lecanora sublivescens, however, 
can grow on somewhat more acid bark than the other species, so has 
survived a further into areas impacted by past sulphur dioxide pollution 
than other species in the ecological group.    
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Habitat associations 

 Lecanora sublivescens is found on the well-lit trunks of mature or 
veteran oak, or occasionally ash, trees and is a little more tolerant of 
more acidic bark than some of the other rare species it’s found with e.g. 
Blastenia herbidella and Lecanora quercicola so may be found more 
widely and in more exposed locations than those species It favours well-
lit trees e.g. in parklands and wood pastures, as illustrated by the 
pictures below. 

BftB work carried out:  

Survey & Monitoring  Recorded in project surveys of Moccas Park, Mells Park, Fountains 
Abbey and Knepp. Incidental record from Savernake. 

Sites habitat 
management works 

Moccas - management underway to maintain suitable conditions and 
ensure future cohort of veteran oak trees. 

Technical advice 
provision Management advice given to site managers. 

Links made with other 
taxa / conservation 
work? 

Association with other species of well-lit old oak in sub-oceanic areas 
e.g. Blastenia herbidella and Lecanora quercicola. 

BftB results obtained:  

Recorded Distribution 
(in BftB focal areas) 

 

Moccas Park, Mells Park, Fountains Abbey and Knepp 



 
 

Recorded Abundance of 
species populations 

C20 trees at Moccas, 17 at Mells Park, 3 at Knepp, 1 at Fountains 
Abbey. The former two probably constitute the two largest populations 
in England. 

Species Recovery Curve 
progress made 

SRC score: 6. Large population recorded at Moccas Park through BftB 
AotF survey and management underway to maintain suitable conditions 
and ensure future cohort of veteran oak trees. Three new populations 
found through the Ancients of the Future project surveys. 

Recommendations for 
future work:- Ref S41 actions 

 
 


