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Species name – 

common & scientific 
Northern dune tiger beetle – Cicindela hybrida 

Photograph 
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Taxon group Insect 

Conservation status 

Protected in the UK under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and 

listed as a species “of principal importance for the purpose of conserving 
biodiversity” covered under section 41 (England) of the NERC Act (2006) 
and a priority species under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP). 

UK distribution Coastal sand dunes in Merseyside and Cumbria 

Habitat associations Sand dune 

BftB work carried out:  

Survey & Monitoring  

All areas of bare sand within the dune system was subjected to 

presence/absence surveys and peak counts for northern dune tiger 

beetles. Repeat surveys took place in May and again in August to capture 

data for the two separate yet co-existing populations. The highest counts 

in each population (May and August) were combined for a total peak 

population estimate. 
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Sites habitat 

management works 

Stands of the invasive non-native Japanese rose was removed from areas 

within the frontal dunes using an excavator, creating large areas of bare 

sand that were suitable for colonisation. Additional creation of bare sand 

took place on southerly facing dune slopes to provide suitable basking, 

burrowing and egg-laying opportunities. 

Technical advice 

provision 

Species information guide, species survey guide and habitat management 

guides for slack creation/rejuvenation, scrub control, and bare earth 

creation, were created. 

Links made with other 

taxa / conservation 

work? 

Scrub removal and bare ground creation would likely benefit Epidalea 

calamita and Lacerta agilis.  

Wider engagement & 

advocacy activities? 

Numerous public events, with the purpose of raising awareness of the 

northern dune tiger beetle and conservation issues. Creative arts 

activities engaged with new audiences and northern dune tiger beetles 

were a species of focus. 

BftB results obtained:  

Recorded Distribution 

(in BftB focal areas) 
109 occupied 100m grid squares (17 1km grid squares) 

Recorded Abundance 

of species populations 
Population estimate of ~6000-7000 adults (likely to fluctuate yearly) 

Recommendations for 

future work:- 

Create large, self-sustaining features such as dune notches to actively 

erode sections of sand dune ensuring a constant supply of bare sand. 

Control visitor pressure in some areas to avoid disturbance of eggs and 

larval burrows. 

 

 


