
 

Back from the Brink – Species summary  

Sand Lizard 
 

 

BftB project: IP05 Gems in the Dunes 

 

Project lead organisation: Amphibian & Reptile Conservation Trust  

 

Contact: info@arc-trust.org 
 

Species name – 

common & scientific 
Sand lizard – Lacerta agilis 

Photograph 

 
© Alex Hyde / Back from the Brink 

Taxon group Reptile 

Conservation status 

Protected in the UK under the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981. 

Priority Species under the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework. Listed 

as a European Protected Species under Annex IV of the European 

Habitats Directive. 

UK distribution 
Coastal sand dunes in Lancashire, Merseyside, Wales and South-west 

England. Sandy heaths across Dorset, Hampshire and Surrey. 

Habitat associations Sand dune, sandy heath 

BftB work carried out:  

Survey & Monitoring  

Volunteers and land managers were allocated sites along the coast of 

known populations to regularly monitor for sand lizard’s relative 

abundance. These were in addition to less frequent surveys across the 

rest of the coast with the primary focus on presence/absence surveys. 

Sites were surveyed between March and October, focussing on peak 

survey conditions for adults between March-May and hatchlings August-

October. 
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Sites habitat 

management works 

Scrub removal and the consequential creation of bare ground took place 

on several sites, along with some tree-felling. Efforts were focussed on 

removing scrub and trees shading suitable, southerly facing slopes 

(basking and egg-laying sites) and creating bare sand to provide egg-

laying opportunities. Livestock fencing was erected on one site to limit 

disturbance from sheep on a potential sand lizard bank. 

Technical advice 

provision 

Species information guide, species survey guide and habitat 

management guides for slack creation/rejuvenation, scrub control, and 

bare earth creation, were created. 

Links made with other 

taxa / conservation 

work? 

Scrub removal and bare ground creation would likely benefit Epidalea 

calamita and Cicindela hybrida.  

Wider engagement & 

advocacy activities? 

Numerous public events, with the purpose of raising awareness of the 

sand lizard and conservation issues. Creative arts activities engaged with 

new audiences and sand lizards were a species of focus. 

BftB results obtained:  

Recorded Distribution 

(in BftB focal areas) 
Occupied 83 100m grid squares (19 1km grid square) 

Recorded Abundance of 

species populations 
Estimate of ~500-600 breeding adults 

Recommendations for 

future work:- 

Create large, self-sustaining areas of bare sand especially in areas where 

bare sand is limited (Hightown, Altcar, Cabin Hill, Ravenmeols, Birkdale 

LNR) as notches or firebreaks. Focus on improving habitat connectivity 

between isolated inland populations using the railway and golf courses. 

Carry out habitat improvement in areas surrounding existing colonies to 

expand range. 

 

 


