
Back from the Brink – ‘Secondary’ Species actions 
Benefits Enabled 
 
Introduction 
 

In addition to the 112 ‘primary’ species that formed the main focus of directly targeted 
species recovery work by BftB, a further 112+ ‘secondary’ species were identified that were 
intended to also benefit from BftB delivery activities. 

The activities carried out to enable benefits for these secondary species are presented in the 
table below (ordered alphabetically by species scientific name), from the information reported 
by individual BftB Projects in their final reports (as per the project code in the final column). 

A smaller number of other Section 41-listed species also derived benefits from BftB work, 
and these are documented in a second table at the end of this report (see pages 36-39). 

Species - 
Scientific name 

Species - 
Common name 

Approach(es) used to 
assess benefits for 
BftB 'secondary' 

species 

Benefits enabled for BftB 'secondary' 
species 

BftB 
Project 
(code) 

Adscita statices Forester Where recording effort 
or habitat management 

interventions may 
benefit species 

Recorded as part of transect monitoring at 
project target sites Swift’s Hill, Rough Bank, 

Sheepscombe Common, Rodborough 
Common and Painswick Beacon. Will have 
also benefited from new grazing regimes 

and other habitat management work carried 
out at a number of sites to improve the 

condition of the limestone grassland 
habitat. 

IP04 
LLL 

Adscita statices Forester Benefits from project 
activity towards 
delivery targets. 

Action delivery targets: Initiate annual 
monitoring of populations at a series of key 
sites (partial delivery). Mosaic management 

under NELMS, i.e. ensure appropriate 
management of extant sites (partial 

delivery). Survey to gain a better 
understanding of species' distribution and 

status (partial delivery). 
At the start of the project the GitD team 
reviewed existing records for this species 
and found that it occurred on the inland 
edges of the coastal woodlands, an area 

where the primary species were not 
present.  The majority of the habitat 

improvement works took place on the 
seaward side of the woodlands, where they 
were of most benefit to the primary species. 
A small number of activities did take place 

near to the woodland’s northern edges, 
where  work focused on the creation of 

IP05 
GitD 



open sand and shallow sandy pools. This 
work may in future benefit the species, if 
colonising plants include the caterpillar 

foods source common sorrel but is 
dependent on there being viable seed in the 

area and that the moths find the areas 
themselves to lay eggs.  With the overall 

focus to deliver against the primary species 
the project was not able to deliver against 
the survey targets but did carry out partial 

delivery for habitat management. 

Agroeca cuprea Golden 
lantern-spider 

Benefits from project 
activity towards 
delivery targets. 

There was a single action delivery target for 
this species. 

Continue monitoring/surveying and 
observing this spider at its existing sites and 

trying to find any new ones. Provide 
feedback to interested parties (preparatory 

work).  
Only a single record for this species existed 
for the Sefton Coast. Investigation into this 
record with The World Museum, Liverpool, 

established that it was in-fact, a mis-
identification – the original specimen was 

located in museum storage and identified as 
a different species Agroeca proxima. This 

meant there were in fact no records for this 
species on the coast, so as a result with it 

being an extremely difficult species to 
identify no further work was undertaken. 

IP05 
GitD 

Ajuga 
chamaepitys 

Ground-pine Historic record 
searchPopulation 

countManagement 
advice 

Several historic record searches for farms 
with records of Ground-pine have been 
written and sent to the Test Valley Farm 
Cluster facilitator to use as part of agri-

environment scheme applications and to 
pass onto the farmers / 

landowners. Kitchen Field at Ranscombe 
Farm is managed under best practice 
guidance for arable plants including 

Ground-pine. Volunteers have been trained 
to survey for arable plants, including this 

species. 

IP03 

CitM 

Alauda arvensis Skylark Management advice Tailored management of fallow plots where 
skylarks were thought to be nesting was 
provided to several farms in the Wessex 

area. Skylark will benefit from 
complementary advice for arable plants, 

invertebrates and mammals, where Skylark 
are present. This will include suitable 

nesting habitat, increased insect food and 
arable plant seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 



Alopecosa 
fabrilis 

Great Fox-
spider 

Reviewed no. of 
records, no. and 

frequency of trapping 
sessions, no. of 

participants 

Planned benefits were restoring interest in 
this species and undertaking surveys. 
Awareness was raised through BFTB 

outreach work and interest re-kindled in 
searching for it. Despite fortnightly trapping 

April-Oct 2019, it was not rediscovered. 
Interest in spider ID and recording was 

generated through 2 ID workshops. 

IP01 
DHH 

Altella lucida Dorset Mesh-
weaver 

Reviewed no. records, 
no. and frequency of 
trapping sessions, no. 

of participants 

Planned benefits were restoring interest in 
this species and undertaking surveys. 
Awareness was raised through BFTB 

outreach work and interest re-kindled in 
searching for it. Despite fortnightly trapping 

April-Oct 2019, it was not rediscovered. 
Interest in spider ID and recording was 
generated through x2 ID workshops. 

IP01 
DHH 

Amiota 
variegata 

Variegated 
Fruit-fly 

No direct monitoring Species not monitored as part of this 
project but known from Windsor and the 

New Forest. Habitat works to improve 
pasture woodland may have improved 

ecological condition of its habitat. 

IP02 
AotF 

Anguis fragilis Slow Worm Monitoring tins at 
Farnham Heath and 
Pulborough Brooks 

Contributed knowledge to conservation 
status through annual monitoring, with 
records from both Farnham Heath and 

Pulborough Brooks.  
Enhanced connectivity of suitable habitat 
by the restoration of suitable habitat at 
Pulborough Brooks which forms a link 
between existing areas of heathland at 

Hurston Warren to the east and Parham 
Park to the west. 

SP06 
FC 

Anthophora 
retusa 

Potter flower 
bee 

Reviewed no. of 
records (held by DERC, 

not BFTB) 

No habitat management work was targeted 
at this species, whose requirements are 
rather peripheral to heathlands (nectar 

sources such as Ground Ivy). Awareness 
was raised about the species and data 
provided to an academic researcher. 

Surveys were carried out by DERC, which 
resulted in records from six quarry areas 

along the Puddletown Road, all non BFTB 
sites. BFTB staff hoped to input advice to 

landowners via the RSPB Nature After 
Minerals initiative, but this initiative did not 

progress within the timeframe of the 
project. 

IP01 
DHH 



Anthus trivialis Tree pipit No direct monitoring Species not actively monitored by the 
project. Long term monitoring by some 

landowners may have continued during the 
project lifetime, but not actively done by 
the project. Forest corridors works may 

have improved ecological condition of its 
habitat. 

IP07 

SS 

Artemisia 
campestris spp 

maritima 

Dune 
Wormwood 

Benefits from project 
activity towards 
delivery targets. 

Action delivery target – Monitor known 
populations, including subspecies (partial 

delivery) and Create new population 
through management of potential receptor 
site and propagation of ex situ stock {partial 
delivery) Working with plant experts on the 

coast the project confirmed that records 
indicate that this species is only located at 

one location on the coast. In order to 
progress the second target, the project 

worked with a local expert to collect 
samples to send to the John Innes Centre in 

Cambridgeshire, which were included in 
Shifting Sands investigation into the genetic 
diversity of Field wormwood found on the 
Brecks. Results showed genetic differences 

between the dune wormwood and field 
wormwood as expected.  

Ongoing work with local expert Josh Styles 
to propagate new dune wormwood plants 

for reintroduction is progressing, however it 
will be some time before any further action 

as they are slow growing plants. 

IP05 
GitD 

Arvicola 
amphibius 

Water Vole Measurements of ditch 
length created, taken 
from maps, and direct 
observations of field 

signs. 

Water Voles should benefit from 542m of 
additional habitat provided through ditch 

spurs and the new ditch as the banks 
become more vegetated. Known to be 

present in many of the connecting ditches 
at Pulborough Brooks. A Water Vole has 

been observed using one of the new ditch 
spurs in 2021.  

Mink monitoring and control is carried out 
at Pulborough Brooks. 

It is intended to establish a transect at 
Pulborough Brooks and to contribute to the 

National Water Vole Monitoring Scheme 
run by PTES. Water vole surveys have been 

undertaken in preparation for the habitat 
enhancements in 2021 as part of the legacy 

work. 

SP08 
LWRS 



Asilus 
crabroniformis 

Hornet Robber 
Fly 

Reviewed no. of 
records received. 

Data gathering to inform the larger 
Brachycera Recording Scheme was planned, 

and awareness raised about the species, 
however, only 7 records were made during 

self-led and group invert surveys by 
volunteers due to the scarcity of the 

species. 

IP01 
DHH 

Asilus 
crabroniformis 

Hornet 
Robberfly 

Sightings recorded and 
submitted to the 

Larger Brachycera 
Recording Scheme. 

Recorded at Farnham Heath (last record 
30/9/2011). Benefits from the need to 

graze the heath to provide suitable 
conditions for Field Cricket as their prey 

includes dung beetles that live on the dung 
produced by the livestock. 

SP06 
FC 

Astragalus 
danicus 

Purple milk-
vetch 

Surveys of managed 
areas for target species 

This plant is not monitored regularly by 
Breckland Flora Group, but Shifting Sands 
groundworks are monitored and this plant 
has been found, so it is benefitting from 
works. This means we underdelivered 

action on ‘full delivery of monitoring’ but 
overachieved on ‘restoring suitable habitat’. 
The plant should benefit further from works 
at its existing sites e.g. Lakenheath Warren, 
by continuing to colonise areas of new bare 

ground. 

IP07 

SS 

Barbastella 
barbastellus 

Barbastelle bat Audiomoth surveys; 
landowner site advice 

visits 

Three landowner site visits carried out to 
give advice on managing for Barbastelle.  
Provided a source of trees for hedgerow 
planting on land adjoining a Barbastelle 

summer roost. 
Deployment of Audiomoths at Rodborough 

Common during 2019 and 2020 has 
allowed Barbastelle bats to be confirmed as 

using the site in both years. 

IP04 
LLL 

Barbastella 
barbastellus 

Barbastelle Hectarage of 
improved/increased 

foraging 
habitat/connectivity. 

The taxon group action includes ‘Protect 
the condition of priority woodland and 

wetland habitat (to help provide sufficient 
good quality roost trees allied with insect 

rich foraging grounds).’ There are significant 
overlaps in foraging habitat requirements 
for barbastelles and grey long-eared bats. 

Unimproved grassland is an important 
foraging component for this species, as are 

riparian zones and field margins – all 
features that have been incorporated into 

land management advice. 

SP03 
GleB 



Blysmus 
compressus 

Flat Sedge Benefits from project 
activity towards 
delivery targets. 

Action delivery targets: Surveillance 
programme: monitor all known populations 

in vulnerable areas and a sample of 
populations in stronghold areas (partial 

delivery). Maintain populations at all 
isolated sites through appropriate habitat 

management (partial delivery).Local expert 
has surveyed this species at regular 

intervals. These surveys show that this plant 
is mainly found in dune slacks with short 

open vegetation but is being limited by the 
overgrowth of surrounding vegetation as a 

result of reduced trampling and rabbit 
grazing. During the project volunteers 

reduced vegetation in an area adjacent to 
one of the  populations, whilst creating bare 
ground to improve the habitat for petalwort 

this work will benefit this species as the  
removal of dense vegetation provides 

suitable habitat for the sedge. Sea 
buckthorn cut by volunteers annually in this 
area to keep the area open. By working with 

volunteers the project has been able to 
meet the partial delivery targets set out for 

this species. 

IP05Git
D 

Boletus 
pseudoregius 

The Pretender No direct monitoring Species not monitored as part of this 
project but was noted at Windsor as part of 
the fungal audit. Management advice and 

works at Windsor may have improved 
ecological condition of its habitat 

IP02 
AotF 

Boletus 
rhodopurpureus 

Oldrose Bolete No direct monitoring Species not monitored as part of this 
project but was noted at Windsor as part of 
the fungal audit. Management advice and 

works at Windsor may have improved 
ecological condition of its habitat 

IP02 
AotF 

Bombus humilis Brown-banded 
carder bee 

Interpreted from 
overlapping range and 

some overlap in 
ecological 

requirements 

Widespread in Thames Estuary, very similar 
habitat requirements to B. sylvarum, so this 
species will benefit from habitat works, and 
is also picked up on BeeWalks. An individual 

B. humilis was recorded during contractor 
surveys in Somerset. Species is regularly 

recorded on Salisbury Plain. Present at most 
sites surveyed in Thames Estuary. 

SP11 
SCB 

Bombus 
muscorum 

Moss carder 
bee 

Interpreted from 
overlapping range and 

some overlap in 
ecological 

requirements 

This species has been found on a few sites 
in Somerset through contractor surveys and 

BeeWalk. It has been included in land 
management advice where relevant. 

SP11 
SCB 



Bombus 
ruderarius 

Red shanked 
carder bee 

Interpreted from 
overlapping range and 

some overlap in 
ecological 

requirements 

Volunteers have been trained in bumblebee 
ID and BeeWalk for all species monitoring. 
This species is included in ID training, but 

could get overlooked in field surveys due to 
ID difficulties in field. Land management 
advice and habitat achieved will benefit 

these species. This species has been 
recorded on the two Thames Estuary case 

study sites (Canvey Wick and Rainham 
Marshes). A male was also recorded during 

a bumblebee blitz on Salisbury Plain in 
2019. 

SP11 
SCB 

Bombus 
ruderatus 

Ruderal 
bumblebee 

Interpreted from 
overlapping range and 

some overlap in 
ecological 

requirements 

As above.   
This species is occasionally recorded in 
Thames Estuary, also at a few sites in 

Somerset. Species was picked up during 
contractor surveys in Somerset and during 

the blitz on Salisbury Plain. It was also 
recorded in good numbers at Burham Wick 

Farm in Essex. 

SP11 
SCB 

Bombus 
sylvarum 

Shrill Carder 
Bee 

Beewalks (see BFTB 
Shrill Carder Bee 

project for methods) 

Five farms surveyed for arable plants in 
Somerset had nearby Shrill Carder Bee 

records. Complementary advice was 
provided for arable plants and Shrill Carder 

Bee, such as maximising potential food 
sources, such as Red Bartsia in arable land 
and some perennial wildflowers in grass 

margins. 

IP03 
CitM 

Buellia asterella Starry breck 
lichen 

Will be recorded if 
seen whilst surveying 
other species but no 

direct monitoring 

The plant is considered extinct but, if still 
present, could colonise new bare ground at 

Lakenheath Warren for example. 

IP07 
SS 

Bupleurum 
rotundifolium 

Thorow-wax 
 

The project did not address any of the 
taxon group actions for this species which is 

extinct in the wild. 

IP03 
CitM 

Burhinus 
oedicnemus 

Stone Curlew Management advice Ongoing fallow plot management advice 
given to landowners with this option. 

Survey, monitoring and nest protection for 
this species was also provided during 2018 

and 2019 as part of the RSPB’s Wessex 
Farmland Project 

IP03 
CitM 

Caloplaca 
herbidella 

Geranium 
Firedot 

Baseline established Discovered at two sites thought the project, 
documented by surveys. Management 

advice provided at three sites. 

IP02 

AotF 

Caloplaca 
lucifuga 

 
Baseline established Discovered at two sites thought the project, 

documented by surveys. Management 
advice provided at three sites. 

IP02 
AotF 



Calosoma 
inquisitor 

Caterpillar-
Hunter 

No direct monitoring Habitat works on some sites may have 
improved ecological condition of its habitat. 

IP02 
AotF 

Caprimulgus 
europaeus 

Nightjar No direct monitoring Species not actively monitored by the 
project. Monitoring does take place in Kings 

Forest, and our works will be included in 
future monitoring by Forestry England, but 

it is on a 7-year cycle so falls outside of 
project lifetime. Anecdotally, FE staff 

observed Nightjar on rides in 2021 (which is 
a first). 

Bare ground creation, forest corridors 
works, and keystone species landowner 

advice toolkit are all contributing to early 
successional habitat restoration that could 

benefit this species. 

IP07 
SS 

Carabus monilis Necklace 
ground beetle 

No direct  monitoring Habitat works on some sites may have 
improved ecological condition of its habitat. 

IP02 
AotF 

Carduelis 
cannabina 

Common 
Linnet 

Benefits from project 
activity towards 
delivery targets. 

Action delivery targets: none set. 
Although there were no delivery targets set 

for Common linnets, improving the sand 
dune habitat for the primary species also 
improves the habitat for this species. The 
removal of Sea buckthorn and Japanese 

rose. two invasive species which are very 
dense plants with little value as a food 

source or for nesting leaves bare sand. The 
damp areas vegetate up over time with 

dune flora creating a good food source rich 
in insects and seeds. Areas where slow 

growing scrub, such as hawthorn was found 
in the dunes, was thinned to leave suitable 

perching locations. 

IP05 
GitD 

Carduelis 
cannabina 

Linnet Annual monitoring 
willow tit 

Included as notable species for volunteers 
to include when surveying for willow tit. 

SP12 
WT 

Carduelis 
cannabina 

Common 
Linnet 

Management advice Records of Linnet were made at several 
CitM farms in the Wessex area and sent to 
farmers in a report. They were advised to 
maintain fallow plots into the winter to 
provide a source of seed food for this 

species. Common Linnet will benefit from 
complementary advice for arable plants, 

invertebrates and mammals, where 
Common Linnet are present. This will 

include suitable nesting habitat, increased 
insect food and arable plant seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 



Cephalanthera 
longifolia 

Narrow-leaved 
Helleborine 

Species surveys; 
habitat management 

interventions 

Survey at Rodborough Common in 2018 
with Plantlife found four individual plants. 

Site advice given to National Trust and as a 
result, areas where the plant was recorded 
were strimmed and cleared.New targeted 

paddock grazing set up at Rodborough 
Common in 2019, allowing the area where 
Narrow-leaved Helleborine are present to 

have a restoration graze. This paddock 
grazing continued again in 2020.Monitoring 
of the population at Rodborough Common 
continued in 2019 with four plants found. 
Re-visited in July 2019 with Kew Gardens 

Millennium Seed Bank project staff to 
collect seed, however unfortunately all but 
one seed pod had been stolen. Reported to 

the National Trust as owner of the site. 
Unable to monitor in 2020 due to Covid-19 

restrictions. 

IP04 

LLL 

Cephaloziella 
massalongi 

 
Surveys – inc. 

abundance 
Due to their similar habitat requirements 

these species will benefit in kind from any 
work undertaken to favour Cornish path-

moss. Although not individually assessed in 
any detail in the course of the Cornish path-

moss project both species have been 
recorded as present within Cornish path-

moss sites in the course of monitoring work 
undertaken during the project. Both the 

project manager and project volunteer (BBS 
bryological recorder) were able to benefit 
from spending time in the field with the 

specialist surveyor to improve field ID skills 
on these species. The broader work 

including the workshop, the establishment 
of a protocol for habitat creation, the GIS 

inventory and ecological findings regarding 
Cornish path-moss are all relevant to these 

two species. 

SP05 
CPM 

Cephaloziella 
nicholsonii 

Greater 
Copperwort 

Surveys – inc. 
abundance 

See above comment SP05 
CPM 

Chlorencoelia 
versiformis 

Flea’s ear No direct monitoring Habitat works on some sites may have 
improved ecological condition of its habitat. 

IP02 
AotF 

Chrysotoxum 
octomaculatum 

Broken-banded 
Wasp-hoverfly 

Reviewed no. of 
records received 
(survey effort not 

recorded as vols were 
independent) 

Benefits achieved were awareness raising 
among expert volunteers to increase survey 
effort for this species, and a factsheet was 
produced (ID is tricky and not suitable for 

more generalist surveyors).  Neither 
professional surveys nor ad hoc searches by 

expert volunteers produced any definite 

IP01 
DHH 



records (although scarce species C. vernale 
was recorded). 

Clinopodium 
acinos 

Basil Thyme Surveys of managed 
areas for target species 

Fully delivered action to monitor all known 
Brecks populations. The plant has benefited 

from works at its existing sites e.g. forest 
rides works at Kings Forest, by colonising 

areas of new bare ground and proliferating. 
It has also been recorded on the rare plant 

groundworks at Lakenheath Warren. 

IP07 
SS 

Coenonympha 
pamphilus 

Small Heath Reviewed no. of 
records entered into 

Living Record 

This species was included in the project to 
provide engagement opportunities and 

introduce people to biological recording and 
the use of Living Record. Guided 

walks/informal training by Butterfly 
Conservation volunteers was carried out in 

2018, cancelled due to poor weather in 
2019 and again due Covid in 2020.  This 

had some success, with 25 records 
successfully entered. 

IP01DH
H 

Coenonympha 
pamphilus 

Small heath Surveys of managed 
areas for target species 

The Small Heath is widespread in the 
Brecks but favour short turf and bare 

ground and will benefit from the works at 
King’s Forest, Santon Heath and any 

increase in rabbit numbers. 

IP07 
SS 

Coronella 
austriaca 

Smooth Snake 
 

Smooth snake surveys were planned with 
the Snakes in the Heather project. Delays to 
this starting, followed by Covid, mean that 

surveys will be a legacy of the BFTB project, 
undertaken through SitH. Incidental records 

were however made, and several BFTB 
volunteers and staff were trained and 

licensed by ARC and were consequently 
able to undertake surveys on RSPB sites 

(and take part in reptile searches following 
damaging heathland fires in 2020). This 

species is not likely to be a direct 
beneficiary of the planned habitat work. 

IP01 
DHH 

Cosmia diffinis White-spotted 
Pinion 

Surveys to gain a 
better understanding 
of species status and 
distribution, mosaic 

management 

Stands of elm were located and surveyed, 
but White-spotted Pinion was not recorded.  
Elms have been encouraged to be retained 
and included in any future planting plans. 

IP06 
RoR 



Crex crex Corncrake Annual monitoring of 
numbers of displaying 
males at the project 

sites 

Predator and habitat management activities 
– including the installation of fencing and 
gates, creation of scrapes, fox control – 

have enhanced the project sites for 
breeding corncrake. The number of 

displaying males recorded on the Ouse 
Washes has increased. A translocation (re-

introduction) project, based at WWT 
Welney, began in 2021 to supplement the 
Ouse population. This work, led by WWT, 
will be informed by lessons learned from 

headstarting work for black-tailed godwit. 

SP02 
BtG 

Cupido 
minimus 

Small Blue UKBMS transect 
monitoring; habitat 

management 
interventions; 

landowner site advice 
visits 

A 72m² soil scrape created at Rodborough 
Common for Juniper will also benefit other 

species such as Small Blue. 
Recorded as part of transect monitoring at 

project target sites Swift’s Hill, Rough Bank, 
Sheepscombe Common, Rodborough 

Common and Painswick Beacon.  
Countryside Stewardship option GS6 

available and helping to deliver the needs of 
this species at Snows Farm, Swift’s Hill and 

Rough Bank target sites. 

IP04 
LLL 

Cyclophora 
porata 

False Mocha Surveys to gain a 
better understanding 
of species status and 

distribution, 

Not found during any trapping across 
Rockingham Forest in project lifetime. Last 
recorded in a project site in 2007 - may be 

extinct in area. 

IP06 
RoR 

Dactylorhiza 
viridis 

Frog Orchid Habitat management 
interventions 

A new water trough installed at Swift's Hill 
Nature Reserve (a known site for Frog 

Orchid) has allowed a higher cattle stocking 
rate and therefore enabled better grazing 
management at the site benefiting Frog 
Orchid.Monitored known population at 

Swifts Hill in 2019 and 2020. 

IP04 

LLL 

Dendrocopus 
minor 

Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker 

No direct monitoring Species not directly monitored by this 
project, though it has been recorded from 

Knepp Castle Estate during the project 
lifetime. 

IP02 
AotF 

Emberiza 
calandra 

Corn Bunting Management advice Corn bunting observations made at several 
Wiltshire farms and included within farmer 
reports. Advice to maintain fallow plots into 
the winter to provide a source of seed food 
for this species. Corn Bunting will benefit 

from complementary advice for arable 
plants, invertebrates and mammals, where 
Corn Bunting are present. This will include 
suitable nesting habitat, increased insect 

food and arable plant seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 



Emberiza cirlus Cirl Bunting Management advice Cirl Bunting will benefit from 
complementary advice for arable plants, 
invertebrates and mammals, where Cirl 
Bunting are present. This will include 

suitable nesting habitat, increased insect 
food and arable plant seed in winter. Colour 

in the Margins has been providing 
integrated advice to the RSPB South Devon 
Landscape Plan for the Cirl Bunting area as 
management for Cirl Buntings and Arable 

Plants can be complementary. 

IP03 
CitM 

Emberiza cirlus Cirl bunting Habitat mosaic advice/ 
improved foraging 

habitat and 
connectivity. Some 

overlap in advice for 
GLE. 

The taxon group action includes ‘Ensure 
provision of key nesting (scrub & 

hedgerows) and feeding habitats in summer 
(extensively managed semi-improved 

grassland) and winter (weedy stubble fields 
from low input cereals). Through advocating 

the habitat mosaic approach, benefits for 
cirl buntings have come through advice 
benefitting grey long-eared bats. The 

benefits of this project for cirl buntings was 
demonstrated when wildflowers to benefit 

grey long-eared bats had cirl bunting 
feeding on the seed. The RSPB and BCT will 

continue to work together collaboratively 
on these species. 

SP03 
GleB 

Emberiza 
citronella 

Yellowhammer Annual monitoring 
alongside willow tit 

Included as notable species for volunteers 
to include when surveying for willow tit. 

SP12 
WT 

Emberiza 
citronella 

Yellowhammer Management advice Yellowhammer observations made at 
several Wessex farms and included within 
farmer reports. Advice to maintain fallow 

plots into the winter to provide a source of 
seed food for this species. Yellow Hammer 
will benefit from complementary advice for 
arable plants, invertebrates and mammals, 

where Yellow Hammer are present. This will 
include suitable nesting habitat, increased 

insect food and arable plant seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 

Emberiza 
schoeniclus 

Reed bunting Benefits from project 
activity towards 
delivery targets. 

Action delivery targets: none set.Although 
there were no delivery targets set for Reed 
buntings, improving the sand dune habitat 
for the primary species also improves the 

habitat for this species. The removal of Sea 
buckthorn and Japanese rose. two invasive 
species which are very dense plants with 
little value as a food source or for nesting 

leaves bare sand. The damp areas vegetate 
up over time with dune flora creating a 

good food source rich in insects and seeds. 
Where slow growing scrub, such as 

hawthorn was found in the dunes, this has 

IP05Git
D 



been thinned to leave suitable perching 
locations. 

Emberiza 
schoeniclus 

Reed Bunting Management advice Reed bunting observations made at several 
Wessex farms and included within farmer 

reports. Advice to maintain fallow plots into 
the winter to provide a source of seed food 
for this species. Reed Bunting  will benefit 

from complementary advice for arable 
plants, invertebrates and mammals, where 
Reed Bunting are present. This will include 
suitable nesting habitat, increased insect 

food and arable plant seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 

Enterographa 
elaborata 

 
Monitoring took place 
in 2021 establishing a 
new baseline against 
which future change 

and response to 
management can be 

assessed 

The population at Hatch Park has been 
monitored. This is now known to be the 

biggest population in Europe. Habitat 
management (pollarding of 30 trees) has 

taken place. 

IP02 
AotF 

Erinaceus 
europaeus 

Hedgehog Connectivity of habitat 
and extensive farming 

systems are 
incorporated into grey 

long-eared bat 
management advice. 

The taxon group action includes ‘Encourage 
a) conservation of hedgerow systems and 

wooded areas near arable fields etc; b) 
extensive (i.e. non intensive) farming 

practices; c) smaller field sizes; d) greater 
field margins; and e) stop and reverse 

fragmentation of farmland. Encouraging the 
habitat mosaic, extensive farming systems 
and improved connectivity have all been 

incorporated into project advice 

SP03 
GleB 

Erotettix 
(=Macrosteles) 

cyane 

Pondweed 
Leafhopper 

 
This species has benefitted from pond 

restoration work that was additional to the 
activity programme. Training in ID and 

recording was carried out by Freshwater 
Habitat Trust and subsequently by project 
staff. Improvements to the key Dorset site 

for this species resulted in an apparent 
substantial increase (no baseline data were 
available). Volunteer engagement resulted 
in the species being recorded from 2 new 
pools on the existing site plus 6 entirely 

new sites being discovered by BFTB 
volunteers, including one in Devon (there 

are now 12 known sites in the UK). In 
addition, a volunteer photographer was able 
to take the first ever known images of the 

nymph. The Purbeck Heaths appear to be a 
stronghold for this species but is probably 

more widely distributed than records 
suggest. A BFTB factsheet has been written. 

IP01 
DHH 



Erynnis tages Dingy Skipper UKBMS transect 
monitoring; habitat 

management 
interventions; 

landowner site advice 
visits 

Management advice site visit to Larkhill 
Farm, a Key Butterfly Site for Dingy 

Skipper, regarding its current Countryside 
Stewardship agreement. Scrub removal 
work took place at three known Dingy 
Skipper sites including Cirencester Golf 
Club and another privately owned site 

which will benefit this species.A 72m² soil 
scrape created at Rodborough Common for 
Juniper will also benefit other species such 
as Dingy Skipper. Contractors created soil 
scrapes at three additional sites, primarily 
for Cotswold Pennycress and Fine-leaved 

Sandwort, but which will benefit Dingy 
Skipper as well.Recorded as part of transect 

monitoring at project target sites Swift’s 
Hill, Rough Bank, Sheepscombe Common, 

Rodborough Common and Painswick 
Beacon.Countryside Stewardship option 
GS6 available and helping to deliver the 

needs of this species at Snows Farm, Swift’s 
Hill, Rodborough Common, Cranham 

Common and Rough Bank target sites. 

IP04 

LLL 

Erynnis tages Dingy Skipper Surveys of managed 
areas for target species 

Fully delivered action to monitor species in 
Kings Forest. The Dingy Skipper was 

recorded on the Forest Corridor route in 
Kings Forest and the caterpillar foodplant is 

now widespread along the new corridors 
providing excellent breeding habitat. The 
butterfly has been recorded on the forest 
corridor ride network since works, but in 

low numbers. 

IP07 
SS 

Filago lutescens Red-tipped 
cudweed 

Surveys of managed 
areas for target species 

Unlikely to benefit from any of the works in 
this project but could feasibly appear on the 

forest ride network. 

IP07 
SS 

Filago lutescens Red-tipped 
Cudweed 

Management advice Volunteers have been trained to survey for 
arable plants, including this species. 

IP03 
CitM 

Fumaria 
purpurea 

Purple 
Ramping-
fumitory 

IAPA survey  
Management advice 

We have given management advice about 
ways to benefit the arable plant community, 

including this species, at sites where it 
occurs.   

Volunteers have been trained to survey for 
arable plants, including this species. 

IP03 
CitM 

Galium 
pumilum 

Slender 
Bedstraw 

Species surveys; 
species management 

advice 

Survey at Daneway Banks (a 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust nature 

reserve) with Plantlife in 2018 confirmed a 
small colony of approx. 20-25 plants were 

still present. 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust given 

IP04 
LLL 



specialist advice from Plantlife regarding the 
management of the site. 

Gentianella 
anglica 

Early Gentian Species surveys Only one known site for Early Gentian in 
the Cotswolds which is already managed 

non-intensively.  
Three surveys carried out at the one known 

Early Gentian site in 2021 however no 
plants found. 

IP04 
LLL 

Gentianella 
campestris 

Field Gentian Benefits from project 
activity towards 
delivery targets. 

Action delivery targets: Maintain or restore 
traditional pasture management (no 

fertiliser, no herbicide, moderate grazing 
levels) for pasture, dune slack and montane 
sites  to secure favourable condition (partial 
delivery).Surveillance programme: monitor a 

sample of known populations and survey 
periodically for new records (partial 

delivery).Local expert has been monitoring 
this species, which occurs on the Sefton 
coast mainly on the Ainsdale NNR with a 

few isolated pockets on the adjacent LNR. 
Rejuvenation of pools on the Ainsdale NNR 
has removed scrub creating open ground. 
These open areas provide opportunity for 

the Field gentian to colonise. Annual grazing 
at this site keeps the sward low and in 
suitable condition for this plant. This 

ongoing work ensures that delivery targets 
are partially met. 

IP05Git
D 

Gnorimus 
nobilis 

Noble Chafer Surveys and training of 
volunteers 

Increased survey effort in the New Forest, 
through the training of volunteers and 

Forestry England staff in surveying 
techniques has recorded the species more 
widely than previously known. The species 
should benefit from raised awareness of its 

distribution and habitat requirements by 
Forestry England staff. 

IP02 
AotF 



Grapholita 
pallifrontana 

Liquorice 
Piercer 

Surveys to gain a 
better understanding 
of species status and 
distribution. Moth is 
notified feature of 
SSSI’s at key sites 

where relevant 

Significant survey effort carried out across 
Rockingham Forest, targeting sites with 

records of Wild Liquorice.  Prior to project 
starting, had only been recorded on 1 of 

project sites.  We have found it on an 
additional 8 sites, two of these where the 

moth seems particularly abundant.  Two of 
sites are SSSI’s.  NE has been notified that it 

is present and asked to add as a notable 
species.  NE have advised that not possible 
to change the citation. In the past, attempts 

have been made to add new features to 
protected sites through detailed notification 
reviews but is currently not seen as priority 
work. They have instead indicated that they 

will add the species as a feature of local 
distinctiveness to the site Favourable 

Condition table. Advice has been given to 
NE, FE and the Wildlife Trust on 

management for this species. 

IP06 
RoR 

Gyalecta ulmi 
 

Baseline established 
2018 

The population at Moccas Park was well 
documented during a BftB Ancients of the 

Future survey event and threats from 
shading scrub identified. Remedial action 
was taken to remove this threat. Baseline 
monitoring will enable future change and 

the effectiveness of this management to be 
assessed. 

IP02 
AotF 

Herminium 
monorchis 

Musk Orchid Species surveys; 
habitat management 

interventions 

Monitored known population at Painswick 
Beacon project target site in 2020. 

Organised and funded targeted paddock 
grazing at Painswick Beacon (a known Musk 

Orchid site) to extend area of suitable 
habitat and provide opportunities for 

further colonisation. 

IP04 
LLL 

Hipparchia 
Semele 

Grayling Reviewed no. of 
records entered 

assessed 

This species was included in the project to 
provide engagement opportunities and 

introduce people to biological recording and 
the use of Living Record. Guided 

walks/informal training by Butterfly 
Conservation volunteers was carried out in 

2018, cancelled due to poor weather in 
2019 and again due Covid in 2020. This had 
some success, with 16 records successfully 

entered. 

IP01DH
H 

Hipparchia 
semele 

Grayling UKBMS transect 
monitoring 

Believed to be extinct in the Cotswolds, 
however, would be recorded (if present) as 
part of transect monitoring at project target 
sites Swift’s Hill, Rough Bank, Sheepscombe 

IP04 
LLL 



Common, Rodborough Common and 
Painswick Beacon. 

Hipparchia 
semele 

Grayling Benefits from project 
activity towards 
delivery targets. 

Action delivery targets:  
Maintain BNM recording scheme and UK 
Butterfly Monitoring Schemes as principal 
methods to collate and analyse distribution 

and abundance of s41 butterflies (partial 
delivery). 

Habitat improvement works to increase the 
area of bare sand for the primary species 
also supports the needs of this butterfly. 

Large areas of bare sand have been created 
along the length of the coast which the 
butterfly uses to sit and bask on. At the 

start of the project the project team tried to 
include Grayling surveys with the Sand 

lizard surveys, however it was found to be 
too difficult to do both. Unfortunately no 
formal surveys have taken place; however 
they have been recorded during surveys 

and have been seen on the newly created 
pare sand patches at Altcar, Cabin Hill and 

Formby. 

IP05 
GitD 

Hipparchia 
semele 

Grayling Surveys of managed 
areas for target species 

The Grayling is widespread in the Brecks 
but numbers are very low indeed. It favours 
areas with bare ground and fine grass tufts. 
It has been seen on the Kings Forest rides 

after works (in very low numbers) and 
should benefit from the various bare ground 

works. This species would benefit from 
increased rabbit numbers so would benefit 

if the toolkit contributes to building 
populations in future. 

IP07 
SS 

Hipparchia 
semele 

Grayling Butterfly transects at 
both Farnham Heath 

and Pulborough 
Brooks 

Extended area of suitable habitat at 
Pulborough Brooks. None recorded at 
Pulborough Brooks to date, but large 

numbers recorded at Farnham Heath (last 
record summer 2021). 

SP06 
FC 



Homonotus 
sanguinolentus 

Bloody Spider-
hunting Wasp 

Reviewed no. records 
received (survey effort 

not recorded as vols 
were independent) 

This species was included in the project to 
improve knowledge of its distribution. 

Awareness was raised of this species among 
existing recorders, BFTB volunteers and site 

staff and a factsheet produced. Tricky ID 
means it was suitable for expert surveys 
only. No records were made due to the 

apparent scarcity of the species. A 
professional survey was commissioned, 
covering 9 sites, in 2021. 104 egg-laying 

retreats of H.sanguinolentus’ host species, 
Cheiracanthium erraticum were 
investigated for the presence of 

H.sanguinolentus larvae and one larva and 
three eggs thought to belong to the target 

species were found 

IP01 
DHH 

Hydnellum 
spongiosipes 

Velvet Tooth No direct monitoring Species not monitored as part of this 
project but was noted at Windsor as part of 
the fungal audit. Management advice and 

works at Windsor may have improved 
ecological condition of its habitat 

IP02Aot
F 

Hypopitys 
monotropa (= 

Monotropa 
hypopitys) 

Yellow Bird's-
nest 

Surveillance 
programme: monitor a 

sample of known 
populations and survey 

periodically for new 
records. 

Only known in Rockingham Forest from one 
quarry and one woodland, might feasibly 
benefit from the disturbance caused by 
works at other sites but it has not been 
recorded so far at these locations. The 
dispersal behaviour of this plant is not 

understood but it is not known to travel 
easily between sites or to colonise new sites 

with any frequency, so it is unlikely to 
appear at work sites. 

IP06 
RoR 

Iberis amara Wild Candytuft Management advice Volunteers have been trained to survey for 
arable plants, including this species 

IP03 
CitM 

Lacerta agilis Sand Lizard Annual monitoring – 
sightings of live 

animals and transect 
monitoring for test 

burrows 

Maintained suitable habitat at Farnham 
Heath which provides connectivity to 

indigenous population at Gong Hill SSSI. 
Population maintained and extended 

through translocations in 2018 and 2019 to 
recently restored heathland on RSPB’s 

reserve. Sand Lizards annually recorded at 
Farnham Heath during the BftB project 

years. 

SP06 
FC 

Leersia 
oryzoides 

Cut Grass Direct observations Cut Grass present in one area of 
Pulborough Brooks and habitat is being 

maintained through grazing with cattle and 
appropriate ditch management. 

SP08 
LWRS 



Lepus 
europaeus 

Brown Hare Management advice Complementary advice for Brown Hare, 
arable plants, farmland birds, invertebrates 
and small mammals has been provided on 

sites with Brown Hare present. 

IP03 
CitM 

Limenitis 
camilla 

White Admiral BNM recording 
scheme & UK Butterfly 
Monitoring Scheme to 

collate and analyse 
distribution.  

Rotational ride/glade 
management creating 
woodland mosaic with 

mature woodland 
retained. 

Fairly widespread across Rockingham 
Forest.  Two new sites were recorded for 
this species.  Timed counts carried out at 

several other project sites.   Also picked up 
through BNM transects where they are in 

place.  Provided advice to FE about 
management for this species, ensuring some 
areas are left shaded and that honeysuckle 
is retained and encouraged where possible.  
Rotational ride management implemented 
at a number of sites may also benefit this 

species. 

IP06 
RoR 

Locustella 
naevia 

Common 
Grasshopper 

Warbler 

Benefits from project 
activity towards 
delivery targets. 

Action delivery targets: none set. 
Although there were no delivery targets set 

for Common grasshopper warblers, 
improving the sand dune habitat for the 

primary species also improves the habitat 
for this species. The removal of dense 

patches of the invasive Sea buckthorn and 
Japanese rose has created bare ground, 

which in damp areas will soon vegetate up 
with dune flora to create an insect rich food 
source for the Grasshopper warblers. Areas 

including slow growing scrub, such as 
hawthorn was found in the dunes, this has 

been thinned to leave suitable perching and 
nesting locations. 

IP05 
GitD 

Locustella 
naevia 

Grasshopper 
warbler 

Annual monitoring 
alongside willow tit 

Management plans in place to retain 
positive management of reedbed and 

wetland scrub.  
Included as a notable species for volunteers 

to include when surveying for willow tit. 

SP12 
WT 

Lolium 
temulentum 

Darnel 
 

The project did not address any of the 
taxon group actions for this species which is 

extinct in the wild. 

IP03Cit
M 

Lucanus cervus Stag Beetle No direct monitoring Habitat works on some sites may have 
improved ecological condition of its habitat. 

IP02 
AotF 

Lullula arborea Woodlark Annual monitoring Increased area of suitable habitat at 
Pulborough Brooks by 10ha and maintained 

41ha at Farnham Heath. Woodlarks 
recorded at both sites each year with 11 
pairs at Farnham Heath and two pairs at 

Pulborough Brooks in 2021. 

SP06 
FC 



Lyophyllum 
favrei 

Gilded 
Domecap 

No direct monitoring Habitat works on some sites may have 
improved ecological condition of its habitat. 

IP02 
AotF 

Melampyrum 
cristatum 

Crested Cow-
wheat 

Surveillance 
programme: monitor a 

sample of known 
populations and survey 

periodically for new 
records. Habitat 

creation/management. 

Currently only known in Rockingham Forest 
from one site, where there is a very large 
and healthy population.  Known site is in 

good condition and managed appropriately.  
Species unlikely to benefit from project 

works without stock movements along the 
ride system 

IP06 
RoR 

Meloe 
proscarabaeus 

Black Oil 
Beetle 

Attendance at events This species was included in the project to 
provide engagement opportunities. A 

guided walk was carried out and a 
combined factsheet produced, and 
awareness raised about the species. 

Volunteers were signposted to the national 
recording initiative. 

IP01 
DHH 

Meloe violaceus Violet Oil 
Beetle 

Attendance at events This species was included in the project to 
provide engagement opportunities. A 

guided walk was carried out and a 
combined factsheet produced, and 
awareness raised about the species. 

Volunteers were signposted to the national 
recording initiative. 

IP01 
DHH 

Micromys 
minutus 

Harvest Mouse Surveys at Ranscombe 
and Fiveheads 

Complementary advice has been provided 
at Fivehead Arable Fields and Ranscombe 
Farm for arable plants and Harvest Mouse. 

IP03 
CitM 

Midia midas Midas tree-
weaver 

No direct monitoring Habitat works on some sites may have 
improved ecological condition of its habitat. 

IP02 
AotF 

Minuartia 
hybrida 

Fine-leaved 
Sandwort 

Species surveys; 
habitat management 

interventions 

Surveys with Plantlife in 2018 found 
populations of Fine-leaved Sandwort at two 
new sites in the north Cotswolds. Following 
the surveys, work planned, and contractor 
engaged to carry out restoration work at 

one of the sites. Scrub removed in 2019 to 
prevent shading out of the colony of Fine-

leaved Sandwort at this site.  
Surveys in 2019 found at a third new site 
for Fine-leaved Sandwort also in the north 

Cotswolds. 
Further scrub removal work by contractors 
carried out at one of the newly discovered 
sites and quarry owners re-scraped quarry 

bases.  
Unable to monitor in 2020 due to Covid-19 
restrictions but re-visited in 2021 to check 
on the results of scrub removal work. Scrub 

removal has created a more suitable 
environment for Fine-leaved Sandwort and 

plants found in the same place as 2019 

IP04 
LLL 



although yet to see an increase. Results 
detailed in ‘Evaluation of management 

interventions for Cotswold pennycress and 
fine-leaved sandwort’ report by Plantlife. 

Minuartia 
hybrida 

Fine-leaved 
Sandwort 

Surveys of managed 
areas for target species 

The plant should benefit from works at its 
existing sites e.g. Lakenheath Warren, by 
colonising areas of new bare ground. This 

species would benefit from increased rabbit 
numbers so would benefit if the toolkit 
contributes to building populations in 

future. 

IP07 

SS 

Motacilla flava 
subsp. 

flavissima 

Yellow Wagtail Management advice Yellow Wagtail observations made at 
several Wessex CitM farms and included 
within farmer reports. Yellow Wagtail will 
benefit from complementary advice for 

arable plants, invertebrates and mammals, 
where Yellow Wagtail are present. This will 
include suitable nesting habitat, increased 

insect food and arable plant seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 

Motacilla flava Yellow wagtail Annual monitoring of 
numbers of breeding 
pairs at the project 

sites 

Predator and habitat management activities 
– including the installation of fencing and 
gates, creation of scrapes, fox control – 

have enhanced the project sites for 
breeding yellow wagtail. The number of 
pairs recorded on the Nene Washes has 

increased. 

SP02 
BtG 

Muscardinus 
avellanarius 

Dormouse Connectivity of habitat 
and extensive farming 

systems are 
incorporated into grey 

long-eared bat 
management advice. 

The taxon group action includes ‘Encourage 
appropriate habitat management (of 

woodlands and of hedgerow connectivity) 
including protecting, maintaining, enhancing 

and increasing current habitat by planting 
and retaining woodland edge, dense 

shrubbery and overgrown clearings. Note 
that dormice are found in a wide range of 

habitats. They are not restricted to priority 
habitats. Encouraging the habitat mosaic, 
extensive farming systems and improved 

connectivity have all been incorporated into 
project advice. 

SP03 
GleB 

Mycena renati Beautiful 
Bonnet 

No direct monitoring Habitat works on some sites may have 
improved ecological condition of its habitat. 

IP02 
AotF 

Natrix natrix Grass Snake Monitoring tins at 
Farnham Heath and 
Pulborough Brooks 

Contributed knowledge to conservation 
status through annual monitoring, with 
records from both Farnham Heath and 

Pulborough Brooks.  
Enhanced connectivity of suitable habitat 
by the restoration of suitable habitat at 
Pulborough Brooks which forms a link 
between existing areas of heathland at 

SP06 
FC 



Hurston Warren to the east and Parham 
Park to the west. 

Nyctalus 
noctula 

Noctule Benefits from project 
activity towards 
delivery targets. 

Action delivery targets:  Habitat 
improvement should focus on woodland 
and lowland agricultural habitats at the 

landscape level.  Increasing the quality of 
existing habitats (e.g. insect-rich wetlands) 
will probably aid noctules but it is of note 

that they are mosaic species. (partial 
delivery).Continue and enhance existing 
monitoring scheme (via the National Bat 

Monitoring Programme (NBMP) in the long 
term to provide robust population trends. 

Survey for new roosts is required 
throughout its range to better understand 

the distribution of this species (partial 
delivery).As a result of the habitat 
management work in   creating or 

rejuvenating dune slacks open habitat 
around the pools that colonise with dune 

species will in future create areas of insect 
rich habitat suitable for bats to feed. In 

relation to habitat works on the 
Kennilworth road dunes, where bats could 
potentially visit a bat survey linked to the 

removal of scrub was carried out. As a 
result only the peripheral scrub was 

removed to leave an undulating line of trees 
suited to bat activity. These activities have 
enabled the project to meet the targets of 

partial delivery for this species. 

IP05Git
D 



Nyctalus 
noctula 

Noctule Survey & monitoring: 
Number of sites with 

records – through 
transects and acoustic 

surveys. Improved 
management of 

landscape for insect 
production and roost 

protection.  Protection 
of roost, mitigation for 

tree loss.  Needs of 
noctule bat are 
considered in 

woodland 
management., 

including retention and 
protection of older 

trees for roost. 

Widespread across Rockingham Forest. 
Distribution of noctule across Rockingham 
Forest is better understood from surveys 
carried out by the project and the survey 

results have been shared with landowners. 
Volunteers have been trained in transect 
survey and passive acoustic monitoring 

methodologies while a handful of 
volunteers have attended sound analysis 

training to learn the basic techniques 
required to identify bat calls recorded on 
the detectors used to record bat activity. 

Habitat management works (ride widening 
and management) should increase insect 
richness and therefore aid noctules.  Tree 
veteranisation & improvement to bomb 
shelters should provide more roosting 

opportunities. Land management advice has 
been provided to site owners and managers 
through landowner workshops, delivered by 

the project and its partners once a year 
from 2018 to 2021.  No known roost sites 
as yet.  Bat surveys are carried out prior to 

any felling.  Landowners are advised to 
retain older trees with features in order to 
provide suitable roost habitat.  Additional 

potential roost habitat has been created for 
the future through tree veteranisation and 

air raid shelter improvements 

IP06 
RoR 

Oenanthe 
fistulosa 

Tubular Water-
dropwort 

Benefits from project 
activity towards 
delivery targets. 

Action delivery targets:  
Surveillance programme: monitor a sample 

of known populations and survey 
periodically for new records (partial 

delivery). 
Survey undertaken by local expert at 

intervals. 

IP05 
GitD 

Orchis 
anthropophora 

(= Aceras 
anthropophora) 

Man Orchid Extend area of 
managed habitat.  

Monitor sample of 
known populations and 

survey for new sites 
establishing coverage 

of species. 

Found only in one project site.  Also 
confirmed to still be present on 2nd site on 

outskirts of project area, and there is a 
healthy population at a 3rd site which is 

under good management.   Scrub clearance 
and habitat enhancement works were 

carried out at known project site but needs 
monitoring in the future to assess impact.  

Advice on suitable management was 
provided to landowners of 2nd site.  Some 

surveying has been done where capacity on 
sites with historic records within the project 

area, but limited capacity to carry out 
extensive monitoring 

IP06 

RoR 



Passer 
domesticus 

House sparrow Annual monitoring 
alongside willow tit 

Nest box making events with the local 
community have included those for house 
sparrow, enabling homeowners to consider 
the needs and provide suitable action for 

house sparrow. Information regarding 
where to place has been distributed and 

shared at similar YWT events. 
Included as a notable species for volunteers 

to include when surveying for willow tit. 

SP12 
WT 

Passer 
montanus 

Tree sparrow Annual monitoring 
alongside willow tit 

Included as a notable species for volunteers 
to include when surveying for willow tit. 

SP12 
WT 

Passer 
montanus 

Tree Sparrow Management advice Good numbers of tree sparrow nesting 
throughout the Marlborough Downs CitM 

area. Provision of nest boxes discussed with 
one landowner. Tree Sparrow will benefit 

from complementary advice for arable 
plants, invertebrates and mammals, where 
Tree Sparrow are present. This will include 
suitable nesting habitat, increased insect 

food and arable plant seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 

Perdix perdix Grey Partridge Management advice In the Wessex area, Grey Partridge will 
benefit from complementary advice for 

arable plants, invertebrates and mammals, 
where Grey Partridge are present. This will 
include suitable nesting habitat, increased 

insect food and arable plant seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 

Phellodon 
confluens 

Fused Tooth No direct monitoring Species not monitored as part of this 
project but was noted at Windsor as part of 
the fungal audit. Management advice and 

works at Windsor may have improved 
ecological condition of its habitat 

IP02 
AotF 

Pipistrellus 
pygmaeus 

Soprano 
pipistrelle bat 

Baseline surveys 
undertaken 

The distribution of Soprano pipistrelle 
across 9 key sites is better understood from 
acoustic surveys carried out by the project 
which have been shared with landowners 
together with habitat management advice. 

Habitat works on some sites may have 
improved ecological condition of its habitat. 

IP02 
AotF 

Pipistrellus 
pygmaeus 

Soprano 
pipistrelle bat 

Survey & monitoring: 
Number of sites with 

records – through 
transects and acoustic 

surveys.  Promote 
creation, expansion & 
improvement of key 
habitats.  Ensure all 
known roosts are 

protected. 

As above – Noctule 
Widespread across the Rockingham Forest 
area.  Static detector & transect surveys for 
primary species recorded soprano pips at all 
monitored sites.  Two BLE roosts have also 

shown presence of soprano pipistrelle.  
Landowner is aware of roosts and 

appropriate legislation. 
Amount of woodland edge habitat has been 
increased through widening and scalloping 

work undertaken in the project.  

IP06 
RoR 



Before/after data shows some initial 
positive response of soprano pipistrelle to 

this work. 

Pipistrellus 
pygmaeus 

Soprano 
pipistrelle 

Foraging opportunities 
for this species will 

overlap with grey long-
eared bats, particularly 
in terms of species rich 

hedgerows and 
wetland/wet grassland 

habitats. 

The taxon group action includes ‘Promote 
the creation, expansion and improvement of 
key habitats including wetland and features 
such as hedgerows and woodland edges. All 
habitat-based action should ensure maximal 

foraging opportunities (e.g. species rich 
hedgerows and diverse wetlands). ‘ Through 

advocating the habitat mosaic approach, 
benefits for soprano pipistrelles have come 
through advice benefitting grey long-eared 

bats. 

SP03Gle
B 

Platanthera 
bifolia 

Lesser 
Butterfly 
Orchid 

Species surveys Visited known Lesser Butterfly Orchid site 
with Plantlife to look at populations and 

discuss management options. 
Monitored populations at three target sites 
(Cranham Common, Sheepscombe Common 

and Rough Bank). 

IP04 
LLL 

Plebejus argus Silver Studded 
Blue 

Butterfly transects at 
both Farnham Heath 

and Pulborough 
Brooks 

Extended area of suitable habitat at 
Pulborough Brooks. A new colony became 

established on restored heathland at 
Farnham Heath in 2018. Numbers have 
gradually increased with a peak count of 

150 in the southern area of Farnham Heath 
in June 2021 (Tankersford -the Field Cricket 

donor site). 

SP06 
FC 

Plecotus 
auritus 

Brown long-
eared bat 

Baseline surveys 
undertaken 

The distribution of Brown long-eared bat 
across 9 key sites is better understood from 
acoustic surveys carried out by the project 
which have been shared with landowners 
together with habitat management advice. 

Habitat works on some sites may have 
improved ecological condition of its habitat. 

IP02 
AotF 



Plecotus 
auritus 

Brown long-
eared bat 

Benefits from project 
activity towards 
delivery targets. 

Action delivery targets: Protection of critical 
resources at the landscape level through the 

protection of all types of roosts and 
important foraging and commuting routes. 

This requires provision of appropriate 
landscape features, which encompass 

habitats which are not UK priority habitats 
but are important for connectivity and 

foraging resources (partial 
delivery).Consider the effectiveness of 
different conservation management on 

BLE's.  Fine level understanding of priority 
habitats and better guidance for land 

managers on required habitat 
structure/features is needed (partial 

delivery).Ensure continuation of existing 
monitoring by the National Bat Monitoring 

Programme (NBMP) in order to provide 
robust, long-term population trends for this 
species. (This requires continued investment 
in inter alia national co-ordination, regional 
training and local volunteer engagement).  
Promote the survey and recording of BLE 

roosts by local bat groups, species 
conservation plans, local records centres, 

consultants and appropriate sharing of 
information (partial delivery).A survey to 

accompany habitat improvement works at 
the Kennilworth Road dunes, enabled the 
project to leave suitable woodland habitat 

for use by bats and only remove scrub from 
the periphery. The areas where most of the 

habitat work was undertaken was on the 
open dunes, however the creation of open 
areas will in future create insect rich areas, 

which will provide feeding grounds, 
however because the work focus was for 
the primary species the project has not 

been able to deliver on the target actions 
for this species. 

IP05Git
D 

Podoscypha 
multizonata 

Zoned Rosette No direct monitoring Species not monitored as part of this 
project but was noted at Windsor as part of 
the fungal audit. Management advice and 

works at Windsor may have improved 
ecological condition of its habitat 

IP02 
AotF 



Poecilus 
kugelanni 

Kugelann’s 
Green Clock 

Reviewed no. of DWT 
staff trained, no. of 
previous locations 

surveyed 

In Dorset Kugelann’s Green Clock was last 
recorded from BFTB site Winfrith and 
Tadnoll. Training in how to set up and 

monitor live traps for the species was given 
by expert John Walters and DWT staff plus 
volunteers trained to carry out surveys. 4 

sites were surveyed. ARC staff surveyed an 
additional site as part of the project. DWT 

staff have continued surveys but to date, no 
Kugelann’s have been found and it is not 
certain that this species is still present in 
Dorset. A BFTB factsheet was produced. 

IP01 
DHH 

Polia 
bombycina 

Pale Shining 
Brown 

Historical records 
reviewed 

Historical records requested from 
Gloucestershire Centre for Environmental 
Records to see if the species still exists in 
the county. Only three records found with 

the most recent from 1980. 

IP04 
LLL 

Polia 
bombycina 

Pale Shining 
Brown 

Management advice Best practice advice provided for arable 
plants will also benefit Pale Shining Brown 
as the larval food plants include Knotgrass, 
Sow-thistles and Docks which are present 

on calcareous arable farmland. 

IP03 
CitM 

Potamogeton 
acutifolius 

Sharp-Leaved 
Pondweed 

Direct observations Sharp-Leaved Pondweed is present and 
widespread in ditches at Pulborough Brooks 

including in the new ditch spurs and 
interconnecting ditch in the North Brooks 
created as part of this project (total length 

295m). Records of P. acutifolius at 
Pulborough Brooks have been supplied to 

the Chair of the IUCN SSC Freshwater Plant 
Specialist Group and surveys are planned 

for September 2021. 

SP08LW
RS 

Prunella 
modularis 

Dunnock Annual monitoring 
alongside willow tit 

Include as a notable species for volunteers 
to include when surveying for willow tit. 

SP12 
WT 

Pyrenula nitida 
 

Baseline established Translocation and thinning works can be 
assessed against baseline. Wider site survey 

has established baseline against which 
population changes over time can be 

assessed. 

IP02 
AotF 



Pyrgus malvae Grizzled 
Skipper 

UKBMS transect 
monitoring; habitat 

management 
interventions; 

landowner site advice 
visits 

A 72m² soil scrape created at Rodborough 
Common for Juniper will also benefit other 

species such as Grizzled Skipper.  
Recorded as part of transect monitoring at 

project target sites Swift’s Hill, Rough Bank, 
Sheepscombe Common, Rodborough 

Common and Painswick Beacon. 
Following site advice visit to Breakheart 
Quarry, a volunteer habitat management 

work party led at to clear scrub encroaching 
into Grizzled Skipper areas. Additional scrub 
clearance work also organised and carried 

out by contractors.  
Countryside Stewardship agreements at 

Minchinhampton Common, another 
privately owned site and Strawberry Banks 
are supporting appropriate management for 

Grizzled Skipper. 

IP04 
LLL 

Pyrrhula 
pyrrhula 

Bullfinch Annual monitoring 
alongside willow tit 

Included as a notable species for volunteers 
to include when surveying for willow tit. 

SP12 
WT 

Rhinolophus 
ferrumequinum 

Greater 
horseshoe bat 

Baseline surveys 
undertaken 

The distribution of Greater horseshoe bat 
across 9 key sites is better understood from 
acoustic surveys carried out by the project 
which have been shared with landowners 
together with habitat management advice. 

Habitat works on some sites may have 
improved ecological condition of its habitat- 

this includes improved grazing regime on 
wood pasture sites and improved flower 

resources. 

IP02 
AotF 

Rhinolophus 
ferrumequinum 

Greater 
horseshoe bat 

Advice for land 
management, 

particularly where 
there are overlaps in 

roost sustenance 
zones for greater 

horseshoe bats and 
grey long-eared bats. 

The taxon group action includes ‘Priority 
habitats that are used for foraging and 
commuting close to maternity colonies 
should be expanded and their condition 

enhanced to maximise production of insects 
preyed upon by this species. Increase the 
extent of suitably managed woodland and 

connective hedgerows. Research has 
assisted with understanding what priority 

habitats are used by this species. However, 
as a landscape species, they utilise many 
habitat types that do not have priority 
status and thus action should not be 

restricted to these habitats’  Land 
management advice for grey long-eared 

bats have enhanced foraging opportunities 
for greater horseshoe bats, particularly in 

cattle grazed pastures, unimproved 
grassland and hedgerows. 

SP03 
GleB 



Rhinolophus 
hipposideros 

Lesser 
horseshoe bat 

Baseline surveys 
undertaken 

The distribution of Lesser horseshoe bat 
across 9 key sites is better understood from 
acoustic surveys carried out by the project 
which have been shared with landowners 
together with habitat management advice. 

Habitat works on some sites may have 
improved ecological condition of its habitat- 

this includes improved grazing regime on 
wood pasture sites and improved flower 

resources. 

IP02 

AotF 

Rhinolophus 
hipposideros 

Lesser 
horseshoe bat 

Volunteer and 
landowner training 
workshops; habitat 

management 
interventions; 

landowner site advice 
visits; Audiomoth 

surveys 

Landowners and land managers trained up 
in how to manage land for both Greater and 

Lesser Horseshoe Bats in Managing your 
Grassland for Wildlife workshops in 2018, 

2019 and via Zoom in 2021. 
Two further workshops for landowners and 

land managers, specifically focussing on 
managing for Greater Horseshoe Bats in 

2018 and 2019, also touched on managing 
for Lesser Horseshoe Bats.  

New targeted paddock grazing set up at 
Rodborough Common to restore flower-rich 

grassland also provides additional feeding 
opportunities (dung beetles and dung flies) 

for Lesser Horseshoe Bats. 
Bat Conservation Trust delivered a 

volunteer training workshop on using 
Audiomoths and Kaleidoscope to enable 
volunteers to help with bat survey work. 

Following training workshop, Audiomoths 
were deployed at Rodborough Common to 

track the impacts of grazing on both 
Greater and Lesser Horseshoe Bats. 

Surveying took place in both 2019 and 
2020. Resulting data analysed by volunteers 
and Bat Conservation Trust. Reports written 

and delivered to National Trust. 
Four landowner site advice visits carried out 

which included advice on managing for 
Lesser Horseshoe Bats. 

Deployed Audiomoths at sites adjacent to 
two important winter roost sites to show 
the importance of grazing during winter 
months. Resulting data analysed by Bat 
Conservation Trust. Reports written and 

delivered to National Trust and 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust. 

IP04 
LLL 



Rhinolophus 
hipposideros 

Lesser 
horseshoe bat 

Habitat mosaic advice/ 
improved foraging 

habitat and 
connectivity. 

The taxon group action includes ‘Priority 
habitats and other important habitats used 

for foraging and commuting close to 
important roosts should be expanded and 
improved to maximise production of the 

insects preyed upon by this species.  (It is of 
note that LHB is a mosaic species utilising 

many habitats, many of which are not 
priority habitats)’ .Lesser horseshoe bats are 

a mosaic species, using a wide range of 
habitats. The project has encouraged 

heterogeneity in the landscape through land 
management advice, Countryside 
Stewardship advice and grassland 

restoration. 

SP03 
GleB 

Satyrium w-
album 

White-letter 
Hairstreak 

BNM recording 
scheme & UK Butterfly 
Monitoring Scheme to 

collate and analyse 
distribution. 

Stands of elm were located and surveyed. 
White-letter Hairstreak recorded – 

locations already known.  Elms have been 
encouraged to be retained and included in 

any future planting plans. 

IP06 
RoR 

Scandix pecten-
veneris 

Shepherd’s 
Needle 

IAPA 
surveys Management 

advice 

Best practice advice for Shepherd's-needle 
has been provided at sites where this 
species occurs.  Volunteers have been 

trained to survey for arable plants, including 
this species 

IP03 

CitM 

Scleranthus 
annuus 

Annual Knawel Surveys of managed 
areas for target species 

The plant should benefit from works at its 
existing sites e.g. Santon Heath or Eriswell 
Low Warren, by colonising areas of new 

bare ground. 

IP07 
SS 

Scleranthus 
annuus 

Annual Knawel IAPA surveys Volunteers have been trained to survey for 
arable plants, including this species 

IP03 
CitM 

Scotopteryx 
bipunctaria 

Chalk Carpet Habitat management 
interventions 

Targeted paddock grazing and scrub 
removal at known Chalk Carpet sites has 

been carried out. 

IP04 
LLL 

Squamarina 
lentigera 

Scaly breck 
lichen 

Surveys of managed 
areas for target species 

The plant should benefit from works at its 
existing sites e.g. Weeting Heath, by 

colonising areas of new bare ground. This 
species would benefit from increased rabbit 

numbers so would benefit if the toolkit 
contributes to building populations in 

future. 

IP07 
SS 

Stethophyma 
grossum 

Large Marsh 
Grasshopper 

Reviewed training 
stats, no. of 

subsequent surveys 

Benefits included raising awareness of this 
species among site staff and training site 

staff and key volunteers in survey 
techniques. A factsheet was produced. H&S 
concerns around habitat (valley mire) meant 

the species was not suitable for general 
volunteers’ surveys. Surveys were 

IP01 
DHH 



subsequently set up on RSPB sites for RSPB 
vols trained by BFTB. 

Taxon name Common name Approach(es) used to 
assess benefits 

Narrative summary of benefits enabled SP08 
LWRS 

Thyridanthrax 
fenestratus 

Mottled bee-
fly 

No. of records 
submitted, no. of 
suitable scrapes 

created 

Mottled Bee fly requires bare, sandy ground 
and is expected to benefit from the creation 
of sandy scrapes. Scrape monitoring for this 
and other species was planned as part of an 
MSc project but had to be abandoned due 

to Covid. Bournemouth University have 
added the spatial data to a Purbeck Heaths 

management GIS, enabling future 
monitoring of the scrapes to be carried out 
should the opportunity arise. 78 incidental 
records were made on group and self-led 
surveys, increasing the knowledge of the 

distribution of this species in Dorset. 

IP01 
DHH 

Tremella 
moriformis 

Mulberry Brain No direct monitoring Species not  monitored as part of this 
project but was noted at Windsor as part of 
the fungal audit. Management advice and 

works at Windsor may have improved 
ecological condition of its habitat 

IP02 
AotF 

Trichopteryx 
polycommata 

Barred Tooth-
striped 

Surveys to gain a 
better understanding 
of species status and 

distribution 

Pheremone lures were tried at suitable 
locations with Wild Privet but none 

recorded. 

IP06 
RoR 



Triturus 
cristatus 

Great crested 
newt 

Benefits from project 
activity towards 
delivery targets. 

Action delivery targets: Create, restore and 
manage ponds in order to provide breeding 
sites for great crested newts, and manage 

surrounding terrestrial habitats 
sympathetically (partial delivery).Develop 
and implement a surveillance plan in order 
to meet data needs at all spatial scales, for 

all appropriate stakeholders (partial 
delivery).Develop and implement methods 
and policies to remedy reversible adverse 
impacts at the population level, notably 
introduction of fish and invasive plants 
(partial delivery).Action delivery targets 
have been met for two of the targets, 

through training and survey effort. The third 
one to create pools for the GCN hasn’t been 
met as there is a direct conflict between the 

needs of this species and the Natterjack 
toads, one of our primary species. Once 
shallow sandy pools/slacks on the dunes 
favoured the natterjack toads, with few 

records of GCN along the coast, however as 
the pools scrub up, they become less 

suitable for Natterjacks and more suitable 
for GCN. As part of the natterjack 

monitoring programme volunteers were 
trained to identify and record GCN on their 
natterjack surveys to give a better picture 

of GCN distribution. Casual records are 
showing that GCN are moving along the 
coast and are extremely adaptable to the 

conditions as compared to the Natterjacks. 
This is an example of conflict of 

requirements between the two species 
Natterjack toad and Great crested newt. 

IP05Git
D 

Vanellus 
vanellus 

Lapwing Benefits from project 
activity towards 
delivery targets. 

Action delivery targets:  
Ensure the appropriate design and level of 
funding of Environmental Stewardship (and 

other appropriate measures), including 
measures to ensure take up of relevant 
prescriptions in the right places (ELS: 

General countryside, particularly arable) (no 
delivery). 

There was one target set for the Common 
lapwing however the target set was no 

delivery. Lapwings are known to nest within 
the dune slacks on the Ainsdale NNR. 

Removal of invasive Sea buckthorn at the 
site and the rejuvenation of the pools has 
created habitat that the Lapwing may use 

for nesting. 

IP05 
GitD 



Vanellus 
vanellus 

Lapwing Management advice Advice on management for Lapwing on 
arable land has been provided as part of 

overall management at a farm level. 

IP03 
CitM 

Vanellus 
vanellus 

Lapwing Annual monitoring of 
numbers of breeding 
pairs at the project 

sites 

Predator and habitat management activities 
– including the installation of fencing and 
gates, creation of scrapes, fox control – 

have enhanced the project sites for 
breeding lapwing. Lapwing nest survival 
across the sites has fluctuated, averaging 
approximately 40% at the Nene Washes 

and 60% at the Ouse Washes. 

SP02 
BtG 

Vipera berus Adder No direct monitoring Species not actively monitored by the 
project. Long term monitoring by some 

landowners may have continued during the 
project lifetime, but not actively done by 

the project. Reptiles could benefit from bare 
ground creation (for basking, hunting), and 

would benefit from increased rabbit 
numbers if toolkit is utilised in future. 

IP07 

SS 

Vipera berus Adder Reviewed no. of sites 
on which surveys were 

carried out, no. of 
participants in surveys 

No habitat management specific to this 
species was planned. Adder surveys were 

not already carried out on all Dorset 
Heaths, therefore surveys were planned 
with ARC to provide information to site 
managers to inform habitat work (e.g. 

allowing the development of vegetation 
structure and retaining suitable hibernacula 

sites). This was planned in collaboration 
with ARC’s Snakes in the Heather (SitH) 

project. However, a delayed start and then 
Covid mean that this was deferred until 
2021. Initial volunteer training has been 
undertaken and monitoring will progress 

under SitH. 

IP01 
DHH 



Vipera berus Adder Training workshops; 
survey effort; 

landowner site advice 
visits; habitat 
management 
interventions 

Working with Natural England’s team in the 
Cotswolds, four Adder identification and 
survey workshops for volunteers were 

delivered in 2018 and 2019. Surveys began 
throughout Gloucestershire in April 2018 

and continued into 2019 covering a total of 
17 sites. 2020 training and newly planned 

surveys were all cancelled due to Covid-19, 
while some were able to re-start in 2021. 

Following site visits with site land managers, 
habitat management work took place on 

several sites which will benefit the Adder, 
including a volunteer habitat management 

work party to create scalloped 
edges/basking areas at an important Adder 

site. 
Landowner site management advice visit to 
Leckhampton Hill managed by Cheltenham 

Borough Council. The council agreed to 
change their mowing regime and create 

Adder habitat brash piles at advised 
locations.  

As Butterfly Conservation are a member of 
the Cotswolds Nature Recovery Plan 

Working Group, the Adder was put forward 
as a possible Priority Species for the AONB 

Nature Recovery Plan to focus on 
enhancing and creating connectivity. 

Carried out Adder site management advice 
visit to a key Adder site. Worked with 

Natural England and ARG UK Adder expert 
to determine reasons for decline at this site 

using telemetry. This has helped to track 
male adder movements and explain 

connectivity issues. 

IP04 
LLL 

Vipera berus Adder Monitoring tins at 
Farnham Heath and 
Pulborough Brooks. 

Mapping of individuals 
from markings at 

Pulborough Brooks 

Contributed knowledge to conservation 
status through annual monitoring, with 
records from both Farnham Heath and 

Pulborough Brooks.  
Enhanced connectivity of suitable habitat 
by the restoration of suitable habitat at 
Pulborough Brooks which forms a link 
between existing areas of heathland at 

Hurston Warren to the east and Parham 
Park to the west. 

SP06 
FC 

Zootoca 
vivipara 

Common 
Lizard 

No direct monitoring Species not actively monitored by the 
project. Long term monitoring by some 

landowners may have continued during the 
project lifetime, but not actively done by 

the project. Reptiles could benefit from bare 
ground creation (for basking, hunting), and 

IP07 

SS 



 

  

would benefit from increased rabbit 
numbers if toolkit is utilised in future. 

Zootoca 
vivipara 

Common 
Lizard 

Benefits from project 
activity towards 
delivery targets. 

Action delivery targets:  
Ensure better outcomes from land use 

regulation, critically (i) site safeguard and (ii) 
enhancing and creating connectivity (partial 

delivery). 
Ensure conservation status is monitored 

and information sent to appropriate 
landowners and decision makers (partial 

delivery). 
Ensure habitat creation and management 

that provides suitable habitat features 
within a highly connected landscape (partial 

delivery). 
Habitat management work to remove 

invasive Sea buckthorn and Japanese rose 
has opened up the dunes which has 

benefitted this species. This work has 
provided more areas to bask and hunt and 

has improved connectivity between suitable 
habitat. It has been recorded as part of the 
ongoing sand lizard surveys and included in 

reporting to landowners and appropriate 
organisations. The project has benefitted 
common lizards with the work carried out 

with partial delivery of the three targets set. 

IP05 
GitD 

Zootoca 
vivpara 

Common 
Lizard 

Monitoring tins at 
Farnham Heath and 
Pulborough Brooks 

Contributed knowledge to conservation 
status through annual monitoring, with 
records from both Farnham Heath and 

Pulborough Brooks.  
Enhanced connectivity of suitable habitat 
by the restoration of suitable habitat at 
Pulborough Brooks which forms a link 
between existing areas of heathland at 

Hurston Warren to the east and Parham 
Park to the west. 

SP06 
FC 



S41 Species – additional actions carried out by BftB Projects 

Scientific name Common name Action Delivery - Description Project 

Alauda arvensis Sky Lark Tailored management of fallow plots where skylarks were thought 
to be nesting was provided to several farms in the Wessex area. 

Sky Lark will benefit from complementary advice for arable plants, 
invertebrates and mammals, where Sky Lark are present. This will 
include suitable nesting habitat, increased insect food and arable 

plant seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 

Alauda arvensis Skylark Grassland restoration sites will (in some cases) improve nesting 
opportunities for skylarks as these sites are cut/grazed late. The 
taxon group actions include 'Ensure the appropriate design and 

delivery of agri-environment  schemes, so that the right  
prescriptions are taken up in the right places at the required scale 

and quality.'  Through encouraging the right type of grassland 
management for grey long-eared as part of agri-environment 

schemes, this will also have some benefit for skylark due to late 
cutting/grazing. 

SP03 
GLeB 

Argynnis adippe High Brown 
Fritllary 

Discussions with land managers in Devon and Cornwall may be 
improving conditions for this species. Similarly, discussions with 

Dartmoor National Park Authority to improve sites for LBO should 
benefit this species in a few key areas. 

SP04 
LBO 

Bolloria selene Small pearl 
bordered 
Fritillary 

Discussions with land managers in Devon and Cornwall may be 
improving conditions for this species. Similarly, discussions with 

Dartmoor National Park Authority to improve sites for LBO should 
benefit this species in a few key areas. 

SP04 
LBO 

Boloria 
euphrosyne 

Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary 
Butterfly 

Organised for volunteers to carry out practical habitat 
management work parties at Key Gloucestershire Pearl-bordered 

Fritillary site 

IP04 
LLL 

Boloria 
euphrosyne 

Pearl bodered 
Fritillary 

Discussions with land managers in Devon and Cornwall may be 
improving conditions for this species. Similarly, discussions with 

Dartmoor National Park Authority to improve sites for LBO should 
benefit this species in a few key areas. 

SP04 
LBO 

Bombus 
sylvarum 

Shrill Carder Bee Five farms surveyed for arable plants in Somerset had nearby Shrill 
Carder Bee records. Complementary advice was provided for 

arable plants and Shrill Carder Bee, such as maximising potential 
food sources, such as Red Bartsia in arable land and some perennial 

wildflowers in grass margins. 

IP03 
CitM 

Bufo bufo Common toad Pond enhancement within woodland/scrub and grassland margins 
to enhance wetness of sites for Willow Tit has led to breeding 
common toad in these areas. Looking at further pond creation 

opportunities and re-wetting of canal to benefit these. 

SP12 
WT 

Burhinus 
oedicnemus 

Stone Curlew Ongoing fallow plot management advice given to landowners with 
this option. 

IP03 
CitM 



Carduelis 
cannabina 

Common Linnet Records of linnet made at several CitM farms in the Wessex area 
and sent back to farmers in a report. Advice to maintain fallow 
plots into the winter to provide a source of seed food for this 

species. Common Linnet will benefit from complementary advice 
for arable plants, invertebrates and mammals, where Common 

Linnet are present. This will include suitable nesting habitat, 
increased insect food and arable plant seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 

Carduelis 
cannabina 

Common Linnet Large areas of invasive scrub have been removed from the dunes, 
however in areas of slow spreading species such as hawthorn, we 

have thinned areas rather than complete clearance. This leaves 
some suitable perching sites, whilst the open cleared ground will 

provide insect and plant rich dune areas for foraging. 

IP05 
GitD 

Emberiza 
calandra 

Corn Bunting Corn bunting observations made at several Wiltshire farms and 
included within farmer reports. Advice to maintain fallow plots into 
the winter to provide a source of seed food for this species. Corn 
Bunting will benefit from complementary advice for arable plants, 
invertebrates and mammals, where Corn Bunting are present. This 

will include suitable nesting habitat, increased insect food and 
arable plant seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 

Emberiza cirlus Cirl bunting Cirl Bunting will benefit from complementary advice for arable 
plants, invertebrates and mammals, where Cirl Bunting are present. 
This will include suitable nesting habitat, increased insect food and 

arable plant seed in winter. Colour in the Margins has been 
providing integrated advice to the RSPB South Devon Landscape 

Plan for the Cirl Bunting area as management for Cirl Buntings and 
Arable Plants can be complementary. 

IP03 
CitM 

Emberiza 
citronella 

Yellowhammer Yellowhammer observations made at several Wessex farms and 
included within farmer reports. Advice to maintain fallow plots into 
the winter to provide a source of seed food for this species. Yellow 
Hammer  will benefit from complementary advice for arable plants, 

invertebrates and mammals, where Yellow Hammer are present. 
This will include suitable nesting habitat, increased insect food and 

arable plant seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 

Emberiza 
schoeniclus 

Reed bunting Reed bunting observations made at several Wessex farms and 
included within farmer reports. Advice to maintain fallow plots into 
the winter to provide a source of seed food for this species. Reed 
Bunting  will benefit from complementary advice for arable plants, 
invertebrates and mammals, where Reed Bunting are present. This 

will include suitable nesting habitat, increased insect food and 
arable plant seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 

Emberiza 
schoeniclus 

Reed bunting Large areas of invasive scrub have been removed from the dunes, 
however in areas of slow spreading species such as hawthorn, we 

have thinned areas rather than complete clearance. This leaves 
some suitable perching sites, whilst the open cleared ground will 

provide insect and plant rich dune areas for foraging. 

IP05 
GitD 



Emberiza 
schoeniclus 

Cirl Bunting The taxon group action includes ‘Ensure provision of key nesting 
(scrub & hedgerows) and feeding habitats in summer (extensively 

managed semi-improved grassland) and winter (weedy stubble 
fields from low input cereals)'. Through advocating the habitat 
mosaic approach, benefits for Cirl Buntings have come through 

advice benefitting grey long-eared bats. Planned visits next quarter 
to more closely embed outcomes for Cirl Bunting and grey long-

eared bats as a legacy. 

SP03 
GLeB 

Epermenia 
insecurella 

Moth Landowner site advice visit to discuss management at a site with 
recent records. Gained permission to survey for the moth in May 

for the County Moth recorder. 

IP04 
LLL 

Galeopsis 
angustifolia 

Red hemp-nettle Sort permission for seed collected by Colour in the Margins BftB 
project to be sown on A417 cuttings as part of Highways England  

funded A417 habitat improvement scheme 

IP04 
LLL 

Hemaris tityus Narrow-
bordered Bee 

Hawkmoth 

One landowner site visit carried out which included advice on 
managing for Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth. 

IP04 
LLL 

Lacerta agilis sand lizard Ensure habitat creation and management that provides suitable 
habitat features within a highly connected landscape. 

Population maintained at Farnham Heath and extended through 
translocations to recently restored heathland 

21 adult sand lizards released April 2018 and 91 hatchlings in 
September 2018. Further releases of 81 captive bred hatchlings 

took place in September 2019. 

SP06 
FC 

Lacerta agilis sand lizard Ensure conservation status is monitored and information sent to 
appropriate landowners and decision makers. 

Annual recording of sand lizard sightings at Farnham Heath 

SP06 
FC 

Linaria 
cannabina 

Linnet Created compact scrub areas with graded edges along arable areas 
and species rich grasslands to create functioning mosaic of nesting 

woodland/scrub and foraging grassland areas. 

SP12 
WT 

Locustella naevia Common 
Grasshopper 

Warbler 

Large areas of invasive scrub have been removed from the dunes, 
however in areas of slow spreading species such as hawthorn, we 

have thinned areas rather than complete clearance. This leaves 
some suitable perching sites, whilst the open cleared ground will 

provide insect and plant rich dune areas for foraging. 

IP05 
GitD 

Lolium 
temulentum 

Darnel Darnel is thought to be Extinct in the Wild and is the subject of a 
small reintroduction programme by the Species Recovery Trust. As 
there are no known sites for this species, the work that Colour in 

the Margins can do is limited. 

IP03 
CitM 

Motacilla flava 
subsp. flavissima 

Yellow Wagtail Yellow wagtail observations made at several Wessex CitM farms 
and included within farmer reports. Yellow Wagtail will benefit 
from complementary advice for arable plants, invertebrates and 
mammals, where Yellow Wagtail are present. This will include 
suitable nesting habitat, increased insect food and arable plant 

seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 



Muscardinus 
avellanarius 

Common or 
hazel dormouse 

The taxon group action includes ‘Encourage appropriate habitat 
management (of woodlands and of hedgerow connectivity) 

including protecting, maintaining, enhancing and increasing current 
habitat by planting and retaining woodland edge, dense shrubbery 
and overgrown clearings. Note that dormice are found in a wide 

range of habitats. They are not restricted to priority habitats.' 
Encouraging the habitat mosaic, extensive farming systems and 
improved connectivity have all been incorporated into project 

advice 

SP03 
GLeB 

Passer montanus Tree sparrow Good numbers of tree sparrow nesting throughout the 
Marlborough Downs CitM area. Provision of nest boxes discussed 

with one landowner. Tree Sparrow will benefit from 
complementary advice for arable plants, invertebrates and 

mammals, where Tree Sparrow are present. This will include 
suitable nesting habitat, increased insect food and arable plant 

seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 

Perdix perdix Grey partridge In the Wessex area, Grey Partridge will benefit from 
complementary advice for arable plants, invertebrates and 

mammals, where Grey Partridge are present. This will include 
suitable nesting habitat, increased insect food and arable plant 

seed in winter. 

IP03 
CitM 

Pyrrhula pyrrhula Bullfinch Created compact scrub areas with graded edges along arable areas 
and species rich grasslands to create functioning mosaic of nesting 

woodland/scrub and foraging grassland areas. 

SP12 
WT 

Ranunculus 
tripartitus 

Three-lobed 
Crowfoot 

Management work undertaken at Greena Moor has resulted in a 
significant increase in the abundance of this species in 2020. This 
has been reported through period of monitoring undertaken by a 

consultant in March. 

SP04 
LBO 

 
 


